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SUPPORT: Lord 
Kilclooney has 
pointed out 
that a recent 
Liverpool 
University 
opinion poll 
confirms that 
Northern 
Ireland Is 
more strongly 
in favour of 
the United 
Kingdom than 
Scotland

Poll shows scale of
the challenge facing 
Irish unity advocates

G
EORGE Bernard Shaw is frequently 
quoted as saying: “Youth is too 
precious to be wasted on the young”.

A search on Google suggests his 
actual wording was somewhat different, but 
the fundamental message is the same. Indeed 
if he were around today the great playwright 
would doubtless be sending out his pithy 
observations on Twitter.

Thankfully, social media are open to people 
of all ages and 1 make regular use of them 
myself, including Twitter. Another person 
who has a Twitter account is Lord Kilclooney, 
better known as John Taylor. In pre-Twitter 
days, the former Strangford MP for the 
Ulster Unionist Party gave us journalists a 
memorable quote when he said, during the 
lead-up to the Good Friday Agreement, that 
he wouldn’t touch a certain draft discussion 
paper with “a forty-foot pole”.

Only last Friday, the life peer from Armagh 
issued a Tweet as follows: “The recent 
Liverpool University opinion poll confirms 
that Northern Ireland is more strongly in 
favour of the United Kingdom than Scotland! 
English media please note!!!!”

Unfortunately for nationalists and 
republicans he had a point. The poll figures 
showed that, if a referendum was held 
in the immediate future, 58.6 per cent of 
respondents would opt to remain In the 
United Kingdom, as against 29.8 per cent 
who would vote for a united Ireland.

University of Liverpool Professor Jon 
Tonge was quoted as saying: “I did a poll 
of all the polls a couple of weeks ago, of 
every poll since the Brexit referendum. 
And that found support for the united 
Ireland at around 38-39 per cent and 
support for the union in the low fifties 
per cent.”

Such figures underline the challenge 
facing those who want to bring about 
a 32-county Irish state. The Ireland’s 
Future organisation has been promoting 
public discussion in that regard and, last 
Saturday, it organised a debate in the
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historic setting of Dublin’s Mansion House, 
where the first meeting of Dail Eireann was 
held in January 1919.

It’s not every day you see Fine Gael and 
Sinn Fein TDs on the same platform but the 
panel included Neale Richmond and Mary 
Lou McDonald as well as Fianna FLU TD Jim 
O’Callaghan, Professor John Doyle from 
Dublin City University and the Chief Imam 
of Islamic Centre Ireland, Shaykh Dr Umar 
Al-Qadri. Broadcast journalist Audrey Carville

need to persuade a substantial proportion 
of the unionist community and the “middle 
ground” that a 32-county republic would be in 
their best interest.

The University of Liverpool poll figures 
indicate that there is no other path to a 
United Ireland. The Northern Ireland Act 
1998, which arose out of the Good Friday 
Agreement, specifies that the British 
secretary of state shall exercise the power 
to call a border poll “if at any time it appears 
likely to him that a majority of those voting 
would express a wish that Northern Ireland 
should cease to be part of the United 
Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland.”

The gender-specific wording is unfortunate 
and there have been two female secretaries 
of state since the Belfast Agreement: Theresa 
Villiers and Karen Bradley. The legislation 
does not go into detail as to how the level 
of support for a United Ireland would be 
measured but opinion polls would surely be a

was chairing and you can watch a video of 
the event, courtesy of the @lrelandsFuture 
account on the aforementioned Twitter.

No doubt due to natural shyness, I didn’t 
get my spoke in when the discussion was 
thrown open to the floor. 1 had intended to 
focus on a key issue, arguably the main one, 
in efforts to achieve Irish unity. That is the

factor, along with election results. A series of 
polls showing majority backing for Irish unity 
could hardly be ignored.

However, there’s a great deal of work to 
be done by nationalists and republicans to 
achieve and maintain that majority. A National 
Health Service free at the point of access for 
the entire island is an obvious issue. Another 

one is the need to give reassurance 
to people from a unionist background 
that a constructive relationship with 
Britain would be maintained. A helpful 
gesture in that regard would be to renew 
Ireland’s Commonwealth membership, 
which came to a halt in 1949.

This would have no implications at all 
for the sovereignty of an Irish republic. 
We were part of the Commonwealth 
when the Second World War broke out, 
but remained neutral throughout that 
conflict.

Currently, 33 of the 54 states in the 
Commonwealth are republics.

Achieving unity will require creative 
thinking.

The poll figures showed that, 
if a referendum was held in 

the immediate future, 58.6 per 
cent of respondents would opt 
to remain in the UK, as against 
29.8 per cent who would vote 

for a united Ireland
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Craig sends for Cabinet
Events are hastening towards a 
decision in London.

On Thursday Mr Lloyd George 
will receive Sir James Craig and his 
Cabinet and hear their views on the 
situation.

Sir James requested the interview 
at which the British Premier agreed 
to this method of relieving the 
Belfast Premier of the responsibility 
of acting on behalf of ‘Ulster’. 
Meanwhile Craig maintains the 
familiar attitude of No Surrender'.

The British official view, although 
grave, does not exclude the 
possibility of bringing the Six 
Counties Junta to reason and Mr 
Lloyd George is credited with a 
confident belief in his ability to show 
Sir James Craig and his colleagues 
a way out of their difficulties.

Sir James Craig called on the PM 
at 10 Downing Street yesterday. No 
other Ministers were present and 
the interview lasted an hour and a 
half.

Sir James later said: ‘The 
outcome of this important meeting 
is the summoning to London of 
the members of the Cabinet on 
Northern Ireland who will be placed 
in full possession of the facts 
concerning the present situation....’

Sir James added that he had 
been dealing with the transfer of the 
services to [the Nl government] and 
it was expected that a good deal 
of the transfer would be completed 
during the present month.’

The Press Association learns that 
Sir James decided on this course 
because he felt he could not take 
responsibility for carrying matters 
further without consulting his 
colleagues in London.

The official British view last night 
is that the prospect is serious in the 
extreme.

The Ulster Premier displays 
no inclination to recede from his 
position.

Meanwhile Messrs Michael 
Collins and Gavan Duffy visited the 
Mansion House, Dublin yesterday 
where they were engaged in 
consultation with Mr de Valera and 
other Dail Ministers. It was stated 
they would return to London this 
morning.

In the House of Commons 
yesterday, Mr Ronald McNeill 
[Unionist] asked the PM if he 
had any information to the effect 
that Sinn Fein were prepared 
to abandon the claim for Irish 
independence provided the 
Government consented to modify 
the Government of Ireland Act, 
1920 in the direction of reducing 
the area under the jurisdiction of 
Northern Ireland or of changing the 
constitutional powers of the Council 
of Ireland ... ’

At a private meeting with Lloyd 
George in London at this time, 
Craig had seemed open to the 
idea of a Federal Ireland involving 
the retention of the Northern 
Parliament under the overriding 
jurisdiction of the Dail.

However, within two days the 
Unionist leader would return with 
his full Cabinet to reject any link 
to a Dublin Parliament.
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