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OPINION

CHANGE - WHILE THERE’S STILL TIME: Climate change activist Rosalind Skillen,

, Lydia Neish from Tear Fund NI, Rev Brian Anderson from East

Belfast Mission, John Nicholson from East Belfast Mission, artist Danni Simpson and Green Party leader Clare Bailey at a new climate change mural

on the Skainos Building in east Belfast

PICTURE: Mal McCann

Having two competing
climate bills is a nonsense

HAT makes a great leader? When

the American writer and academic

Brené Brown carried out a study

into the future of leadership, she
was surprised by the consistency of the
answers which came back.

“We need braver leaders” was a frequent
refrain. When she analysed what “braver”
meant she identified four skills: not leaving
when things get difficult; having values and
acting in accordance with them; building
trust, and having the ability to reset after
failures, setbacks and disappointments.

‘We will all have to be braver. The UN
scientific report into climate change,
published in August, left no doubt that human
beings are “unequivocally” to blame for global
warming. Some changes, including rising
sealevels, cannot be reversed. Secretary
General Anténio Guterres warned that “we are
on a catastrophic path”. “We can either save
our world or condemn humanity to a hellish
future,” he said.

This year rain fell on the peak of the
Greenland ice cap for first time on record;
wildfires have ripped through countries from
China and Greece to the US; flash floods
devastated the UK, Austria, Belgium, Croatia,
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
and Switzerland, killing hundreds of people.
Floods also devastated Turkey, China, India,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, the United States, and
New Zealand. Closer to home, wildfires in the
Mournes in spring had a devastating effect on
the area.

If we act now to drastically reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, global
temperatures could stabilise. The
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Although the response to the Covid
pandemic has shown that wealthy countries
can easily react quickly when faced with an
imminent threat to human life, few seem truly
willing to do so.

Later this month leaders will gather in
Glasgow for Cop26, the UN's climate change
summit. Despite it being billed as a “make or
break” summit for the planet, the signs are far
from promising. US climate envoy John Kerry
has already warned the meeting is likely to
end without an agreement to cut carbon
emissions by the level needed to avoid
devastating climate change.

Seemingly, the best that we can hope for
is that some kind of deal is reached at a later
date. [t's hugely frustrating that world leaders
have so far failed to adhere to the legally-
binding Paris Agreement, which aimed to limit
global warming to well below 2C, preferably
to 1.5C, compared to pre-industrial levels,

‘What is more embarrassing is that the
assembly cannot even agree one climate
bill of its own. Having two climate bills is

nonsensical and a waste of valuable assembly
time, given the continued fragility of power-
sharing.

Green Party leader Clare Bailey’s private
member’s bill lays out how we can reach
net zero by 2045. And, more importantly,
establishes a legal framework. Sinn Féin,
Alliance, the SDLP, the Ulster Unionists and
several independents all back Ms Bailey’s bill.

The other bill, tabled by environment
minister, the DUP’s Edwin Poots, and backed
by TUV leader Jim Allister, aims to do as
little as possible. This can’t be a DUP and
TUV versus everyone else issue. The bill the
assembly chooses will reflect its attitude to
the single biggest crisis humanity faces.

Anténio Guterres didn’t say “ah sure, we're
grand for now”. He said we are looking at a
global catastrophe. For those citizens who
saw their homes and businesses destroyed
by floods and wildfires, that catastrophe has
already happened.

There is much which urgently needs to
be done. Decent cycling infrastructure in
the north, better public transport so rural
communities are not so dependent on cars,
proper investment into renewable heating
technologies and improving house insulation,
particularly for social housing tenants, would
be a start.

All of these changes can only happen
with brave leaders - people who stick at it
when things get difficult. But bravery means
stepping away from party politics and the
kind of short-term thinking which always has

one eye on the next election.
As the proverb goes: “It is in the

inconvenient truth is that global
leaders are simply not being brave
and acting fast enough. So far,
countries have failed to live up to the
agreement reached at the landmark
Paris climate summit in 2015.

The inconvenient truth is that
global leaders are simply not

being brave and acting fast enough

shelter of each other that the people
live,”

A weak climate bill which refuses
to address the scale of the climate
chall would be a sh ful legacy.
And if we don’t act now, we won't
have any legacy at all.
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‘What We Have We Hold’

A BELFAST telegram states that

it has been definitely decided to
reorganise the Ulster Volunteer
Force. The action is in consequence
to the inactivity of the British
Government in coping with Sinn
Fein who have established camps
in Unionist quarters and are openly
drilling with rifles and machine-
guns.

Sir James Craig said the
Government of Ireland Act [1920]
was accepted reluctantly by
the people of Ulster as a final
settlement of the difficulties that
have confronted Great Britain .

‘The six counties hang together.
Fermanagh and Tyrone are as
sacred to the men of Down and
Antrim as are their own hills and
valleys. Under no circumstances
would |, as their leader, allow

any tampering with the region
comprised in the Parliament his
Majesty opened in Belfast. ... There
are many who imagine Ulster as a
bargaining factor in the situation.
That is not so. She bargains for
nothing except to be left to work out
her own destiny, acting fairly and
squarely by all creeds and classes
within her borcers. This policy |
intend to pursue undaunted by any
threats....’

The Liverpool Post says:

‘It is a pity the PM of Ulster
thinks it necessary to indulge in
inflammatory speeches’.
Fermanagh and Tyrone Form ‘Crux’
THE Press Association says the
general belief prevails in Dublin
that crucial difficulties of the
London Peace Conference will be
encountered early in the week.
The fact that Mr Sean Milroy has
been summoned to London to
consult with Mr Arthur Griffith is
regarded as significant. He is an
[abstentionist] Sinn Fein member of
the Northern Parliament for Tyrone/
Fermanagh whose position forms
one of the greatest difficulties in any
[settlement].

Seek

SPEAKING at the Dublin Diocesan
Synod yesterday, Dr Gregg,
Protestant Archbishop of Dublin,
said he found it hard to feel any
confidence regarding a settlement
being beaten out in Downing Street.
He claimed safeguards prohibiting
any interference with religious

equality.

BY MID-OCTOBER 1921, the
focus of the negotiations
moved on to partition, now an
accomplished fact. Griffith and
Collins argued that nationalist-
majority areas, like Fermanagh
and Tyrone, should not be

. Craig, A

that he would not abandon the

I ty area he had neg
in 1920. The Ulster Unionist
leader’s threats encountered
sharp criticism in the British
press. Sinn Féin had no real
strategy to deal with the north,
calling in its ‘Ulster expert’ Sean
Milroy who had been returned in
the partition elections. Born in
the Isle of Wight and remote from
northern nationalist realities, his
presence amused former northern
Home Rule leader Joe Devlin.
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