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Haughey wanted police forces
to unite in hunt for bombers
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ORMER taoiseach Charles
Haughey urged security
forces north and south

to combine to bring the

Enniskillen Remembrance Day
bombers to justice.

The minutes of an extraordi-
nary meeting of the Anglo-Irish |
Intergovernmental Conference on
cross-border security coopera-
tion in the wake of the atrocity are
among declassified files released
in Belfast.

The meeting in Dublin on
November 16 1987 was attended,
on the British side, by the sec-
retary of state Tom King and his
junior minister John Stanley and,
on the Irish side, by the minister

v

for foreign affairs Brian Lenihan

and Gerry Collins, minister for B ATTACK:

justice. Main, the
The respective chiefs of police Cenotaph at
from both sides of the border, Sir Enniskillen
John Hermon (RUC) and Eamonn with the
Doherty (Garda) were also in devastated
attendance. community
In his personal message to the centre
British prime minister Margaret inthe
Thatcher in the wake of the IRA background
attack, which left 11 dead and 63 where 11
wounded, Mr Haughey said that people
“all the security forces in this is- were killed.
land must combine... to have the Bottom
perpetrators brought to justice”.  right, former
The British asked for the meet- taoiseach
ing for three reasons: the Remem- Charles
brance Day bomb, the kidnapping Haughey
of dentist John O’Grady by a crim-
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inal gang and the Eksund arms

shipment when French customs
seized a Panamanian-registered
coaster off the French coast con-
taining 120 tons of sophisticated
weaponry.

This was a matter of grave con-
cern, not only because of the size
of the cargo but because of indica-
tions that there had been earlier
shipments of arms. They faced
“a situation of extreme gravity”.
The Provisional IRA would be in
a defiant mood following Enni-
skillen and would be all the more
dangerous.

Responding, Mr Collins agreed
that the threat posed by the re-
ported arms shipments was a
frightening one. The problem was
too large for any government and
the Irish would be looking for help
from other quarters in dealing
with it.

Referring to Enniskillen, Mr King
described it as a shock to the sys-
tem. He did not see the outrage as
a last desperate throw by the IRA
but rather as a natural outcome
of their increased delegation of
operational decisions to autono-
mous cells.
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Turning to the O’Grady kidnap-
ping, Mr Collins explained that
the Garda operation had had to be
conducted with caution because
of the known propensity of Dessie
O’Hare’s gang for viciousness. Mr
O’Grady had been freed and no
ransom had been paid.

The RUC chief constable, Sir
John Hermon, said in relation to
the arms shipments that there
were indications of hides being
prepared in the north.

He shared Mr Collins’s concern
about Semtex which was suitable
for small but dangerous anti-per-
sonnel grenades. For the British,
Mr Stanley noted that it was un-
safe to assume that the Libyans
would cease to make arms availa-
ble to PIRA. He offered the British
help with the search for arms in
the Republic.

Summing up, Mr Lenihan de-
scribed it “as a time for cracking
down on terrorism”.

Taoiseach ‘distrusted’ his own
Department of Foreign Affairs

A CLAIM that
Charles Haughey
‘distrusted’ his

own Department of
Foreign Affairs is
highlighted in NIO
files just released.

In a briefing
document for the
incoming permanent
under-secretary

of the NIO, Sir

John Blelloch, on
February 19 1988,
Peter Bell, a senior
official, commented:
“Though the
Department of
Foreign Affairs is the
lead department of
Anglo-Irish relations,
Mr Haughey
distrusts it and, as

under [his previous]
administration,

the Department

of the taoiseach
occupies the
prominent position.
Mr Dermot Nally,
the secretary to the
government, anyway
has considerable
personal authority
as co-chairman

of the group

which produced
the [Anglo-Irish]
Agreement.”

Mr Bell noted that
Mr Haughey’s
adviser, Dr Martin
Mansergh, was also
influential while
the Irish embassy
in London was no

longer significant in

north/south matters.

Reviewing political
attitudes in the
Republic, Bell
informed Blelloch
that “for the Irish
the partition of
the island remains
at the heart of
contemporary
politics”.

Turning to Mr
Haughey, the
official commented:
“Mr Haughey was
initially strongly
critical of the
Anglo-Irish
Agreement
(AIA)... however,
his opposition
proved electorally

unpopular and on Mr Bell stressed the
becoming taoiseach  importance of the
Mr Haughey did a Maryfield Secretariat
volte-face; he said he as the main channel
would operate the of communication

Agreement.”

This had continued
and, even in the
wake of the decision
by the British
attorney-general, Sir
Patrick Mayhew, not
to prosecute RUC
officers named in
the Stalker-Sampson
shoot-to-kill
investigation, he had
“not reneged on the
Agreement”.
Assessing the
operation of

the AIA since
November 1985,

for the Irish side.
“Its Irish members
at first had access at
an extremely high
level of the Irish

government.”

The secretariat had
defied many political
difficulties but “has
declined somewhat
lately” reflecting “Mr
Haughey’s distrust of
the DFA, keeping all
the main decisions
to himself”.
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