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PRESSURE:
The

government
aims to
scrap extra
£20 weekly
Universal
Credit
payments

Back to Tory austerity

as Universal Credit
cut threatens to push
thousands into poverty

E WERE always going to pay for the
Tories’ professed largesse during
the pandemic.
The introduction of furlough
and a §20 weekly increase in Universal
Credit payments were only a stop-gap, the
government frequently reminded us, lest
anyone would think austerity was over.

As a government spokesman said last week
“the uplift to Universal Credit was always
temporary”.

“It was designed to help claimants through
the economic shock and financial disruption
of the toughest stages of the pandemic, and it
has done so.”

Obviously the pandemic is now over, life is
completely back to normal and, economically,
everything is fine.

The §20 uplift will start being phased out
from the end of this month, although it will hit
most of the 118,510 households in the north
who are on Universal Credit at the start of
October.

Save the Children and the Child Poverty
Action Group have already warned that an
extra 11,000 children in the north could fall
into poverty if the cut goes ahead.

In the UK as a whole, the cut could
push 500,000 people into poverty,
including 200,000 children, research by the
Joseph Rowntree Foundation has suggested.

It is rare that a government proposal
manages to unite such a diverse range of
opponents but the planned cut has done
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Johnson to abandon the plan, calling it “the
biggest overnight cut to the basic rate of
social security since World War II”,

The Universal Credit system is itself a mess.
The flagship of Tory welfare reforms, it was
supposed to streamline the complex benefits
system by combining six benefits into one.

Instead, it caused severe financial hardship
for claimants, pushing some into rent arrears
due to long delays in setting up initial
payments,

Benefit assessments are frequently less
than transparent and many claimants do not
fully understand how their claims are dealt
with or feel able to challenge any decisions.

Anyone who has ever looked at a benefits
form knows they can be needlessly complex.
The system is not even good value for
money. In 2018, the National Audit Office
(NAOQ), which scrutinises public spending for

Westminster, found that Universal Credit cost
more to administer than the previous system,

The report also noted that the
government’s expectation that Universal
Credit will bring in an annual net benefit of $8
billion “remains unproven”.

The government’s reasoning for cutting
benefits is that it will encourage more people
to either find work or increase their hours,
The north and Britain have reported a high
number of job vacancies in recent months.
But how many of these jobs actually pay
enough for people to survive?

Furlough, which will end this month, has
undoubtedly affected the job market. And
it will be impossible to get a true picture of
unemployment rates until we see the impact
of the end of furlough — which may not be
known for several months.

Of course cutting benefits is one easy way
of attempting to claw back the §66 billion
spent on furlough. In case we thought Covid
payments were a sign of a more generous
Tory party, the government’s ‘back to work’
line put us firmly back in the 1980s. In 1981,
then secretary of state for employment
Norman Tebbit told the public to “get on your
bike and look for work” at a time of mass
unemployment.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak certainly has a
less abrasive style than Tebbit. But the
multi-millionaire, who is married to
the daughter of an Indian billionaire,
does not like to cycle outside himself,

just that.

The north’s communities minister
Deirdre Hargey, Scotland’s social justice
secretary Shona Robison, Welsh social
justice minister Jane Hutt, MPs across
the political spectrum, six former work
and pensions secretaries, charities, think
tanks, teachers have all called on work
and pensions secretary Therese Coffey
to axe the plan.

Late last week, a coalition of 100
groups also asked Prime Minister Boris

Save the Children and the
Child Poverty Action Group
have already warned that an
extra 11,000 children in the

north could fall into poverty if

the cut goes ahead

preferring to use an indoor Peloton bike
(82,000 plus a monthly subscription to
fitness classes).

Slashing people’s benefits by §20 a
week - a huge amount of money for
most families - is a false economy. If half
a million families fall into poverty, the
knock-on effect will be devastating,

‘We have already suffered a decade of
Tory austerity and with it a widening of
the gap between rich and poor. The next
10 years cannot be more of the same.
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Revulsion at
Bahy’s Killing

BABY Angela Gallagher's death in
a Belfast shooting brought a wave
of revulsion last night. Aged just
eighteen months, she died in the
arms of her seven-year-old sister,
Paula. Both had been paying a visit
to the home of their grandparents in
Iveagh Crescent. Angela, the 64th
victim of this year's Troubles in the
North, was toddling along with her
sister pushing a tansad when hit
in the head by a ricocheting bullet
meant for a nearby Army patrol.
Another bullet ripped through
Paula’s skirt without injuring her.
Later Paula talked of the moment
when their pram-pushing game
turned to terror: ‘She was walking
between me and the pram when |
heard a bang in my right ear. Angela
fell down and | could not pick her
up. | asked a wee girl to carry her.’
The children live with their
parents, Mr Peter Gallagher (26)
and his wife Irene (24) in Cavendish
Street. There are two other children.
The shots came from a car. Police
claimed that the shooting was
without the shadow of doubt the
work of the IRA. It showed their
complete and total disregard of all
human life.

UDR Man Shot Dead

A MEMBER of the UDR, Mr Francis
Robert Veitch (23) [a farmer] was
killed yesterday while on guard duty
outside a border RUC station at
Kinawley, County Fermanagh. He
was the second UDR man to die this
year.

Lynch-Heath Summit

TODAY'S summit at Chequers
between the Taoiseach, Mr Jack
Lynch and the British PM, Mr Heath
will be a preliminary operation to
clear the ground for a long-term
solution to the Six County problem,
it was felt in Dublin, No dramatic
results are expected immediately
but both sides regard it as a
stepping stone to more decisive
talks later in the year.

Officials see a second meeting
as announcing a formula to give
Catholics a stronger voice in the
affairs in the North, Mr Lynch sees
the North's troubles are springing
from basic political inequalities in
the present system at Stormont.

He is expected to propose a new
system of government based on PR.
But Mr Heath will defend internment
and Downing Street stresses that
‘the sovereignty of NI will not be an
issue .

THE tragic death of little Angela
in an

al n a
IRA attack on British troops, left
people numbed and revolted. Yet
it was soon overtaken by reports
of other deaths in Belfast and on
the border. At the Chequers
summit, Jack Lynch would find
a haughty Ted Heath resentful of
Dublin’s ‘interference in the UK’s
internal affairs’.
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