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HE 2021 electoral canvass card came
in the post at the end of last week. The
electoral register was closed on June
30 and effectively purged and there
is a requirement on all eligible voters to re-
register.

There has been come concern expressed
that people may fail to complete the
necessary information because they assume
they're already on the register and, as a
consequence, will be left off the new register.
The last canvass initially resulted in 60,000
fewer people registered.

But there is a significant cohort of around
45,000 people who won’t be on the new
electoral register and who really should be
and that’s 16 and 17-year-olds.

In June 2020, legislation came into force
in Wales permitting 16 and 17-year-olds to
vote in Senedd elections. In Scotland, 16 and
17-year-olds won the right to vote in time for
the 2014 independence referendum., Voting
at 16 has been introduced in the Isle of Man,
Jersey and Guernsey as well as a number of
countries in mainland Europe.

In the south of Ireland, the 2013
constitutional convention recommended
lowering the voting age to 16. A Private
Members Bill sponsored by Senators Lynn
Ruane, Fintan Warfield and Padraig Mac
Lochlainn is currently at its third reading
stage in Seanad Eireann. If passed, young
people will be able to vote in European and
local government elections and it is likely
that a referendum lowering the voting age in
general and presidential elections would
follow thereafter. We are falling behind
our neighbours on this.

Under Schedule 2 of the Northern
Ireland Act 1998, electoral matters
(with some minor exceptions such as
the naming of electoral wards) are not
devolved to the Stormont assembly.

In 2012, a joint Green Party/Sinn Féin
motion to lower the voting age was
carried in the assembly by 51 votes to
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29, with the DUP and TUV opposing. Given the
almost two thirds support, greater pressure
should be brought to bear on Westminster to
make the necessary legislative change.

An argument that’s been trotted out in
opposition to lowering the voting age is that
young people at 16 or 17 only think they know
it all and should have some experience of
the world before they are permitted to vote.
That they may be too easily swayed and make
ill-informed judgments at the ballot box as a
result. But there’s no test for anyone turning
18 as to how worldly wise or sensible they are
when faced with a ballot paper, so why should
there be an arbitrary value judgment that a
16 or 17-year-old can't make reason-based
choices?

Aged 16, young people are allowed to marry
legally, they pay taxes, can leave home and
leave fulltime education. Significantly, the age
of consent is 16, meaning that we as a society
accept that a young person is mature enough
to become a parent at that age; possibly the
greatest societal responsibility that many of

us will ever have. It is logical, therefore, that
they should be accepted as mature enough
to decide who makes the policies that impact
upon their lives.

Senator Lynn Ruane is on the record
as saying that the reason the coalition
government of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael
stalled the Seanad Bill to lower the voting
age in 2017 was because of fear that the
youth vote was not going to go their way.

It is also likely that demographic change in
the north which is expected to show arise
in the Catholic/nationalist population when
the latest census numbers are published are
further reason for some within unionism to
oppose lowering the voting age.

Preventing people from voting because
you don’t like who you think they might vote
for is the opposite of democracy. Political
parties need to consult with young people
and shape their policies in a way that enables
them to engage with and support policy and
legislative reform.

If there was ever any doubt about how
engaged young people are in the issues
that affect them, one needs only look at the
2019 international school strikes campaign
protesting governments’ inaction on climate
change - an issue that was placed front and
centre of the world stage by a 15-year-old girl,
not by the current crop of world leaders.

Many young people campaigned in the
marriage equality and 8th amendment
referendum campaigns because they are
committed to developing a truly rights-based

society, based on equality and fairness.
The earlier we engage young people

Preventing people from voting
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in politics and help them develop their
awareness, the greater the chance they
will develop a lifelong commitment
and interest in participating in the
democratic process.

This electoral canvass should be seen
as an opportunity to focus not just on
who is on the register, but fixing the
problem of who has been left off.
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A Farce Staged

A CURIOUS function was held in
Dublin on Tuesday afternoon. The
scene was the Council Chamber

of the Department of Agriculture in
Merrion Street and the occasion
was the first statutory meeting of the
‘Parliament of Southern Ireland’.

Before three o'clock a group of
about a hundred people gathered
in Merrion Street and watched the
entrance of officials and others. The
first man to walk to the assembly
was the veteran peer, Lord
Cloncurry. The next arrival was the
Most Rev Dr Gregg [Protestant]
Archbishop of Dublin. In the next
motor was seated the Lord Chief
Justice and the Master of the Rolls.
A little stir among the cameramen
announced the arrival of General Sir
Bryan Mahon. He was followed by
the Rev Dr Glenn, ex-Moderator of
the Presbyterian General Assembly.
At 3.15 the emergence of the Lord
Chief Justice and the Master of the
Rolls excited quite a little comment.

The Senators and four members
of the House of Commons and
Lord Chief Justice Moloney rose
and said ‘Members of the House
of Commons - | am also charged
to remind you that by law the
continuance of this Parliament is not
assured unless the oath is taken by
one half at least of the total number
of members of your House within
fourteen days from today. ..."

On the proposition of the Marquis
of Sligo, seconded by Most Rev Dr
Gregg, Sir Nugent T Everard was
elected Deputy Speaker owing
to the absence through illness of
the Lord Chancellor. The Senate
adjourned until twelve o'clock on
13th July.

Clogher Reprisals

EXCITEMENT has been running
high in the Clogher district of
Tyrone following the burning of
Major Stewart’s house at Daisy Hill.
On Thursday morning the houses
of two Catholics named Owen
McKenna, Ballywhollen, and Frank
Meenan, Ballymacan, were burnt
to the ground. The houses of two
Protestants named Alex Todd and
Robert Irwin near Augher were fired
into, an attempt being made to burn
them being frustrated.

Antrim Hurling
Championship Postponed
THE much discussed and eagerly-
awaited County Antrim Hurling
Championship (Donnelly Cup)

final (postponed from 1913-20)
between Loughguile (North Antrim
champions) and O’Connells (South
Antrim champions) was played at
Ballycastle. The North Antrim team
achieved an easy and decisive
victory by 8-3 (27 points) to 1-1

(4 points). Mr Frank McCarry was
referee.

THERE was never any realistic
prospect that the Southern
Parliament, decreed under the
1920 Act, would function as
intended. Sinn Féin rejected this
‘Partition Parliament’. This put

a question mark over the future
of the Council of Ireland which
had been included as a bridge
between north and south.
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