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Man shot
in attack

A 20-YEAR-OLD man
was recovering in
hospital last night
following a
paramilitary-style
shooting on the
outskirts of Belfast.
The victim was shot in
the right leg in an alley
way in Ballyronan
Park, Rathcoole at
around 5.15pm.
Detectives last night
appealed for witnesses
to contact police at
Newtownabbey on
(01232) 650222.

Lottery
record

HE UK National
Lottery has
created a record

28 millionaires in nine
days, organisers
Camelot said
yesterday.

The lucky winners
scooped the cash in
five draws between
December 24 and
January 2.

The special Big Draw
2000, held just before
and after midnight at
the turn of the century,
created 19
millionaires, itself a
record for a single
night.

Three players shared
the jackpot in Game
One, where players
chose six years from
1900 to 1999, while
in Game Two there
were 16 £1 million
winners, each of
whom matched the
two drawn years with
those on their tickets.
On Christmas eve
three ticket holders
won £4.3 million
each, while one winner
picked up £4.2 million
on Wednesday,
December 29.

And last night five
tickets holder scooped
£1,170,389 each.
They matched
numbers 2, 5, 14, 23,
27, and 48 to share
the £5,851,945
jackpot. The bonus
ball was 38.

In the Republic there
were no winners of the
lottery draw with a
jackpot of
£1,613.346.

The numbers were 6,
18, 21, 24, 28, 30.
Bonus ball 25.

Cannabis
seized

A HUGE haul of
cannabis with a street
value of £95,000 was
seized by police in Co
Armagh yesterday.
Officers made the
discovery after a
member of the public
alerted them to a
suspicious holdall on
Orange Lane of
Newfordge Road,
Magheralin at around
3pm.

Stormont gears up for security

By Dr Eamon Phoenix

OME sense of the unfold-

ing drama of August 1969

which saw the outbreak

of the northern troubles can be

gleaned from the Stormont cab-

inet minutes released today
under the 30 years rule.

As violence and looting flared

in Belfast on Sunday August 3
1969, a hurried cabinet meeting
took place at Stormont Castle at
4 pm. The prime minister, Major
Chichester-Clark, was inexplica-
bly absent.

The minister of home affairs,
Mr Robert Porter, and the
inspector-general of the RTJC,
Mr Anthony Peacocke,

reported to ministers on the
disorders which had begun on
Saturday and were still in
progress. The inspector-general
announced he intended to raise
a number of Reserve Force pla-
toons by ‘diluting’ the police
with special constables.

The cabinet took a number of
decisions relating to the secu-

rity situation. The minister of
home affairs was given freedom
to interpret the conditions
applying to the use of CS gas in
a less restrictive way. It was
also decided that the Home
Office should be alerted “to the
possibility that the assistance
of the military might have to
be invoked”. Finally, ministers

o little, too
late: O’Nelll

By Dr
Eamon
Phoenix

S early as January

1969 the northern

prime minister,

Captain Terence

O’Neill, warned his
cabinet that he was not pre-
pared to preside indefinitely
over a government whose pol-
icy was too little, too late.

The idea was contained in a
memo circulated by the PM to
his cabinet colleagues on
January 14 1969, proposing a
commission of inquiry into the
civil disturbances of 1968-69.
O’Neill revealed that he had
received a request from the
Irish Council of Churches invit-
ing the government to institute
a judicial public inquiry into all
the events and decisions which
surround the present contro-

versy. The PM felt that the
appeal from such a representa-
tive spectrum of Protestant
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opinion had “a moral authority
which cannot be denied”.

In his memo, O’Neill told min-
isters that while their decision
to reinforce the police was
inevitable, “I do not think we
should delude ourselves that
so-called ‘firm government’
through the exercise of police
power will provide any satisfac-
tory answer to our problem.” If
they were forced to seek army
support for the civil power, the
PM had “been left in no doubt
by the home secretary (Mr
James Callaghan) that Mr
Harold Wilson’s government
would refuse to give such help
unconditionally”.

He went on: “I therefore con-
sider it essential that we con-
tinue to search for political as
well as law and order solutions.
Clearly no concession will sat-
isfy those elements which are
bent on disruption. But we
would take an enormous
amount of steam out of the civil
rights movement if we demo-
bilised all its moderate sup-
port.”

The PM felt that an inquiry
would help the government’s
image. “As things stand, it is all
too widely accepted through-
out the UK that a sectarian gov-
ernment, directing a partisan
police force, is confronting a
movement of idealists. The
complexities of the situation,
and not least the involvement
in civil rights of some extremely
sinister elements, has not been
successfully brought out.”
Captain O’Neill warned his cabi-
net that an inquiry into the
aims of the civil rights move-
ment might well conclude that,
as regards the question of the
local government franchise,
“the arguments for change were
well founded”. He went on to
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express his personal view that
a reform of the franchise was
inevitable while resistance to
such change was “causing
Northern Ireland immense dam-
age”. He added presciently:

“I know full well that if and
when we make this change,
control in certain areas will be
lost. But our loss of prestige,
authority and standing since 5
October (1968) has already
been catastrophic, and in my

view a cold-blooded appraisal
of the situation shows that, in
resisting this molehill of reform,
we are allowing a mountain to
fall upon us.”

O’Neill listed the difficulties
he had faced in carrying his
cabinet with him on the reform
issue. This had resulted, he
said, in ministers “going naked”
into Downing Street after the
October 5 civil rights march in
Derry.

“In this concept of an inquiry,
I see a very late, if not last,
chance to deal with events
before they dispose of us. But |
an not prepared to preside
indefinitely over a government
of which it will be said: ‘Too lit-
tle, and too late’.”

Captain O’Neill’s proposal for
a royal commission of inquiry
was discussed at a cabinet
meeting on 15 January 1969.

The minister of agriculture,
Major Chichester-Clark,
strongly supported the pro-
posal as a means of taking the
heat out of the situation
although he would not be
bound to accept its recommen-
dations. The minister of health,
Mr Robert Porter, on the other
hand, expressed concern about
the effects of any commission
on police morale. For his part,
the minister of commerce, Mr
Brian Faulkner, voiced anxiety
on a number of grounds. This
step, in his view, would be
regarded as an abdication by
the government of its responsi-
bilities. Everyone knew that the
franchise question was funda-
mental and it would be better
to tackle this issue. A commis-
sion could too easily develop
into a fundamental, far-reaching
and potentially highly embar-
rassing inquest into every
aspect of the Northern Ireland
government affairs.

The general view of ministers,
the minutes record, was that
the proposed commission —
constituted under Lord
Cameron, should be set up.

Franchise Reform Resisted
The Stormont minister of com-
merce, Mr Brian Faulkner,
declared his support for the
concept of one man, one vote in
local elections at a cabinet
meeting on 15 January 1969.
The minister said he had
never shared the reservations
which some members of the
Unionist Party felt on this issue.
He was supported by the minis-
ter of health, Mr Robert Porter.
Other ministers, however,
were opposed to this view.
They pointed out that the civil
rights demonstrators had
already declared other aims as
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T a cabinet meeting at

Stormont on September 12

1969, ministers discussed
broadcasts by illegal radio sta-
tions which had sprung up behind
the barricades as a result of the
August violence.

The minister of home affairs, Mr
Robert Porter, informed the cabi-
net of his decision to issue distinc-
tive armbands to ‘peace-keeping
patrols’ in local neighbourhoods
in cooperation with the welfare
authorities and the churches.
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Specials’ Mass Resignation
In October 1969, the Unionist cabi-
net were concerned at reports of

O’Neill’s Final Cabinet Meeting

At his final cabinet meeting, three
days before his dramatic resigna-
tion as prime minister of Northern
Ireland, Captain Terence O’Neill
gave colleagues no inkling of his
intention to relinquish office. The
escalating security situation in the
spring of 1969 dominated the
meeting at Stormont Castle on
April 25.

Following a meeting of the spe-
cial Cabinet Security Committee,
the British government had
accepted a request to send extra
troops to Northern Ireland.

Captain O’Neill recalled that,
with the exception of the Special

ON THE MOVE: British troops sprint from their barracks in Holywood, Co Down, in April 1969 on their way to Belfast

well as one man, one vote.
Several unnamed ministers felt
that an abrupt switch of policy
would be regarded as action
under duress while such action
was unlikely to be acceptable to
the Unionist Party in view of
previous government pledges.

The Stormont cabinet on
February 26 1969 approved the
composition of the Cameron
Commission into recent civil
disturbances. Apart from the
chairman, Lord Cameron,
approval was given to the
appointments of Sir John
Biggart, Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine at Queen’s University,
and Mr J J Campbell, a Catholic
academic.

A note in the file by the cabi-
net secretary, Mr Harold Black,
states that the members of the
commission “should be
Ulstermen and people who can
bring local knowledge to bear
on the interpretation of
events”. They should not be
identified with any political
party.

As regards the Catholic nomi-
nees to the commission, five
names had been suggested to
the prime minister by the
leader of the opposition, Mr
Eddie McAteer. These included
JJ Campbell, a lecturer at St
Joseph’s College of Education,
Belfast and Professor James
Scott, professor of Dental
Anatomy at QUB.

Ministers expressed reserva-
tions about Professor Scott, a
founder of the National
Democratic Party — a precursor
of the SDLP — and a member of
the civil rights movement. He
was, Black observed, believed
to be ‘an RC by conversion’. His
inclusion would, in any event,
“attach a distinctly medical

Barricade radio stations
discussed by ministers

intention to resign. He resigned as
prime minister on April 28, 1969
and was replaced by his cousin,
Major Chichester-Clark on May 1.

Use of B Specials

Conflicting views emerged at a
meeting of the Stormont cabinet in
January 1969 on the use of B
Specials in crowd control situa-
tions.

At a cabinet meeting on January
15, the minister of agriculture,
Major Chichester-Clark, pressed
for a more extensive use of the B
Specials.

The minister of home affairs,
Captain Long, said he had consid-
erable reservations on this sub-
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