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In brief

Bid to save birds
in adhesive slick

The death toll of birds caught Ina
mystery pollution spuuge along
cight miles of coast has risen.
Last night the BPCA said that 42 of
more than 70 birds coated by the
leak of Induslrlal adhesive had died
‘or been dest
Staffare l\gdapcmdyln
Save other birds, including grebes,
razorbills, guillemots and sand-
[Hpcr! in an area of Lancashire be-
veen St Annes and Fleetwood and
lur\her south at Formby.
Liverpool coastguards said the ad-
hesive was probably from a barrel
lost at sea.

Aussies cool over
pommy prince

A poll among Australians shows
only lukewarm support for Prince
Charles, just three weeks before he
\mu the country.

Just 34 per cent want him as lhm
hcAd of state if he becomes.

And 50 per cent would like usiralia
10 become a republic with an
elected president, accordingtoa
survey for the Neiws of the World.

Equalizer star in
heart unit drama

Actor Edward Woodward, star of
ITV's The Equalizer series, spent
Christmas in a cardiac care unit as
he recovered from flu.

Mr Woodward (63), who lives near
Calstock, Cormwall, spent seven
days In the unit at Plymouth's Der-
tiford hospital.

Although the actor has suffered
from heart disease previously, the
latest illness did not involve any car-
diac problems, his agent sald.

‘Raquel’ bares all
on paper knickers

Coronation Street barmaid Raquel,
in real life actress Sarah Lancashire,
has bared all - her worst experience
was losing a pair of knickers at
school after a swimming lesson

She said “I was 11, we were in the

appeared. ! had to walk back to
school, totally humiliated in a pair
of paper knickers."

And Sarah, married to Gary
Hargreaves with two children
Thomas (6) and Matthew (4) told
Woman magazine her grcaksl ex-
travagance was having tw

oo owtrs becaute she could not
wait to have the first repaired.

It's a bum rap for
quick-fire Mick
Former Dirty Den actor Leslie
Grantham has said his latest charac-
ter, tough guy cop Mick in ITV's 9%
1,is adead loss at making love.

He revealed to Woman's Own
magazine: “You know the James
Bond type who always gets the
women? Well, this character Mick
sulfers from premature ejaculation
instead. It seems that every time he
goes o bed witk: someone he ends
up apologising. He'll be popular with
women because half the females in
this country will probably identity
with the problem.

“Not that there are lots of love
scenes but you do get to see my
buma couple of times.”

All-star TV cast in
Ayckbourn tour

“The voice of TV puppet favourite
Captain Scarlet takes to the road
this month for a tour of 15 towns
around Britain in a stage show. And
there won't be a mysteron in sight
Actor Francis Matthews heads an
allstar TV cast for a tour of Alan
‘Ayckbourn's comedy Absurd Person
Singular, with the Mobil Touring
Theatre company, until May.

He appears with Janet Dibley, Elaine
in Two of Us; Liza Tarbuck, Pamela,
Watching; Andrew Hall, Russell, But-
terfies; Daniel Hill, Harvey, Waiting
or God and Georgina Hale, Violet,
Upstairs Downstairs.

Livewire Bob’s
water of life

Comic Bob Monkhouse has revealed
that the source of his energy in live
performances is a quick dram of 18-
yearold Macallan malt whisky with
water just before he goes on.
Hom'\l‘r, the 65-year-old added: "1
enjoy adrink but it is the enemy
ol alinely calculated performance
sol never drink before a TV show.”

Novelist working
on marriage lines
Ben Elton, whose novel Stark
proved a hit BBC series, is pL‘u\nIng
to marry his Australian musi

teacher girlfriend Sophie xms year
but they have yet to set a date.

He said: ‘Hcrlamlyale!nAusua.lm
and mine are in England so we
toworkit out. \\cmlnx'logcihcr 1
just haven't booked the flights "

Presidential yacht
has a magic spell

States presidentlal yacht Honey Fitz
fo himself and s grliriend, super-
‘model Claudia Schiffer.
Builtin 1930, the mumgu.
dreamboat served presidents from
iry Tramen to Rehard Ninon It
was sold in 1970.
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Record off

By Dr Eamon Phoenix

THIS week, the public record office
of Northern Ireland released to the
inder the 30-year rule some

WNM 'pmdnuzlycordldmhnl
Cablnﬂ files mainly relating to 1963.
The fls incude some dating
from earlier periods — the 19205,
1930s and 1940s. For Ihc Unl llmc
the record office has adopted

standard 10:year closure period for
those files still considered sensitive
(ie. 30 years plus 10).

Few Stormont Cabinct files were
embargoed this year though the
census records for 193761 are, in
line with policy in Britain, closed in-
definitely. Amongst those files
closed for 10 years is a Ministry of
Agriculture file for 195363 entitled
General Enquiries and  Customs

ice

Retums regarding Transit of Flax
from Northern Ireland to Southern
Ireland and the Smuggling of Flax.
March 1963 saw the aristocratic
former Irish Guardsman, Captain
Terence O'Neill, succeed the aging
Viscount Brookeborough as prime

dominate unionist politics in the
1960s and 1970s.

Cosgrave plea
to release Dev
from prison

in Belfast

NEW light on Mr de Valera's arrest
for entering Northem Ireland in
breach of an exclusion order in
1929 is shed by Stormont cabinet
papers now avallable in Bellast.

‘The Planna Fail leader was due lo
open a Gaelic League bazaar in St
Mary's Hall, Belfast, when he was
arrested, charged and sentenced to
one month's imprisonment in Crum-

| linRoad Jail.

In a secret memo to the Northern
Ireland Minister of Home Alfairs, Sir
Dawson Bates on 12 February 1929,
County Inspector E Gilillin, flin ol the
RUC headquarters stalf, reported

“In all RC circles the action of the
government in arresting de Valera
is severely criticised, the moderate
section basing their objections on
the grounds that he could do no
harm to the peacelul state of the
country and that it only opencd old
sores and strengthened his hands
in the Free State where his prestige
was declining

“While the extreme section are
denouncing government
vehemently, they are delighted with
the resull as they consider the
propaganda  derived from  the
proceedings well worth the penalty

“Itis stated that similar views are
expressed by persons all
six countes and commercial ravel

Early contacts

NEW evidence of early contacts be-
tween the Free State government of
Willian T Cosgrave and the
northern _ administration of ~Sir
James Craig emerge in Cabinet files
from the 19205 just released in

fast under the 30 years rule.

On July 21 1923, Cosgrave wrote
10 Sir James Cralg relerring to their
recent meeting at which Craig had
promised to “consider favourably”
the cases of a number of Irish
prisoners, incarcerated for political
activities in 1922.

They included Captain T Heuston,
sentenced to 10 years penal ser-
vitude and claimed by Cosgrave as
a member of the Free State defence
forces.

He added: “! sincerely hope that
you may see your way 10 have these
men relcased and | can assure you
that it would be an act of grace that

THE minutes of a private mecting

| between the Ulster Unionist Par

lamentary group at Westminster
and the new Bnhsh Prime Minister,
S«I Alec Douglas-Home in December
amot documents

rck-ascd today by the Public Record
Oﬂltl‘ m Belfast.

December 1963 Ihc 12
Unlnnm MPs  undefidy the
chairmanship of Col Rob\n Gms-
venor met Sir Alec to ensure that
the close liaison with Downing
Street that had prevailed under Mr
Macmillan's regime would continue
unimpaired.

The MPs stressed three main is-
sues: IRA activities, the proposed
aircraft carrier and new industries
for Northern Ireland.

Itis clear, however, from a note in
the file compiled by the home nﬂ\ce
that Whitehall was nonplussed by
!he desire to discuss the posslble

enewal of “terrorist activity” by
l?‘e IRA. The Stormont Government,
according to the memo, had already
reviewed the situation and had de-
cided that the time was not
portune for making representations
lo the authorities in lhc Rtpubllr
‘Grosvenor told the prime min-
mmmn they weawue that drill-
ing and millluy |n|n|ng by the IRA
was going ahead and urged steps to
stop it before lives were lost.
prime minister, lo: his part,
said that the police and special
branch were aware of lM situation
lnd o lwvwﬂ
seemed right to

ons. If it
ube the matter vnm the authorities

In all RC circles
the action of the
government is
severely criticised
RUC County Inspeclor

lers returning from the Free St
that there is a decided char
the pople oving 1o de Valera'

e county inspector referred 10
rumours of a renewed boycott of
northern goods in reprisal for N
Valera's imprisonment and the
sible Kidnapping of the Unionist
chiel whip, Captain Dixon MP.

Southern discontent was relle <!
in a flood of letters of protest from
public bodies to_the Stornit
prime _minister. The Free S
Prime Minister, Mr W T Cosgra
was sufliciently concerned at the
shift in southern opinion to sen &
special emissary, Mr  Diarmiud
OHegarty (the secretary to the e«
ccutive council) to Bellast o
February with a letter on the
Fail leader's arrest. He tc
Craigavon

would be most appreciated by my
colleagues.

In a guarded reply on July 21 Sir
James undertook to_consider the
cases. At the same time, he asked
his Minister of Home Alfairs. Si
Dawson Bates to consult his ad
visers on the matter, observing “It
is at the back of my mind that
Heuston was too severely dealt with
and that he might indicate a date on
which he might be recommerided
for release.”

In a further reply to C
July 30 1923, however
pointed 1o the *
ilties which | expericnce in ¢
plying with your request

The prisoners in_question. |
stated “were found guilty of crinies
under the ordinary law. Althe
cannot differentiate the cases
e men from those of othier

grave on

® Sir Alec Douglas-Home

in Dublin, this could be done. At
present, the Northern lreland
government was rather against this.
Tuming to the economy, the
Unionist MPs asked for an as.
suxancc that the admiralty would
eek a tender from Harland & Wolif
belore placing an order for the new
aircraft carrier. Sir Alec, however,
said it was normal practice to place
orders on the basis of competition
and this was dcpam.d om only in
very spcual circumst
Col Grosvenor sa!d it mnamcd of
paramount importance 10 get new
industry ru the north. He pointed
out that “Ulster industries have to
bear the double of
transporting materials to lreland
and finished goods back to Great
Britain”,
He asked that industries not in-
volving the use of bulky raw

“My colleagues and | quite ap-
preciate the position in regard to
Mr de Valera's arrest and sentence.
When, therelore, | make an appeal
10 you to release Mr de Valera | am
asking you purely as an act of grace
to take this course which in my
opinion is most likely to be con-
ducive to the maintenance and im-
provement of the good relations
which happily exist between our
peoples.”

Whether Mr de Valera's infringe-
ment of the order was inadvertent
or deliberate, the Free State prime
minister felt strongly that his con-
tinued  incarceration “will _only
serve to promote the objects which
he had in view

Craigavon
sympathetic. A note on the fle
records: “The prime mnms(er. hav-
ing been approached by Mr Cos-
grave to release Mr De Valera pure-

as an act of grace, the minister of
home affairs (Sir Dawson Bates) has
expressed his willingness to advise
the govemor to exercise the
prerogative of mercy and remit the
remainder of the sentence provided
Valera undertakes not 1o re-
rthern Ireland so long as
the exclusion order. remains in

prisoners, | can promise you that, in
accordance with our normal prac-
tice, we will carefully consider
whether there are any factors which
would justify us in mitigating the
sentences that have been impos

At the present tim: this would be
premature’”.

The northern prime _minister
stressed his Cabinct's view that
“any tampering with the principle
on which the crimin:| administra-
tion rests would have disastrous
results” bt “greatly regretted”
being unable to meet Mr Cosgrave's
wishes in the maiter.

The issue was revivid by Cos-
grave in March 1925 at ti e height of
the boundary commission ~con-
troversy. On March 21 h- wrote to
Lord Glenavy urging him (0 use his
influence with Lord Carscn in the
matter

Whitehall nonplussed
by talk of IRA activity

materials “should be stecrel 10
Northern Ireland.” The  Pri

Minister undertook to pass on he
suggestion and pointed out two
recent factories (Carreras and
Enkalon nylon plant) did not in-
volve the transportation of bulky

erial.

In further discussion, it was
stressed by the prime minister thit
“the development of industry wes
in the first instance a matter for the
Ulster government and the United
Kingdom government must be care

fulnot o tead on their round”".

Finally, it was suggested that
there would be electoral advantage
in the appointment of a home office
minister for Northern Ireland with a
seat in the House of Commons. The
British Labour Party had already
undertaken to make such an ap-
pointment.

The prime minister agreed to cor

sider this suggestion though he
pointed out that the Home
Secretary, Mr Rab Butler, was 2
ready the minister concerned with
Northern Ireland. To make a new
appointment at minister of stat¢
level might merely result in
duunyadlng the level at which
h(m Ireland work was handled.
no means
Wﬂxm that the Stormont gover™
vmuld welcome a special 3p-
pointment

Belore Iuvmg_ the Unionist MPS
stressed  the importance  of
maintaining the juction of the
Skyvan which might cost another 52
million.

Those included: Brian Faulkner
(Minister of Commerce from April
1963); William Craig (Minister of
Home Affars); Harry West (Minister
of Agriculture), John Andrews
(Minister of Finance); Herbert Kirk
(Minister of Labour); Major Ivan
Neill (Minister of Education); and W
JMorgan (Minister of Health)

1963 was a quiet year in Northem
Ireland politics. The IRA border

campaign had cndcd dmnomy the
previous year and, by the end of
1963, all the remaining internees
had been released. The major prob-
lem facing the new government was.

unemployment, a_factor which
prompted e unionist MPs to
urge the

vernment to ap-
point a sp«m Miister " for
\onhcmlrdand

The new admlmslrauun declared

its faith in the future l)y announcing
the creation of a ‘new cit
Craigavon. At a pohhca.l level, the
year saw O'Neill edging munuus|y
owards a more concilatory
um:uds|hcmincnlyand|hcsou|h

In June, the prime minister broke
with precedent to sent a message of
condolence to the Catholic church
on the death of Pope John XXIll, and

® Captain Terence O'Neill, who succeeded Viscount Brookeborough as prime minister in the
Stormont Cabinet In March 1963

focus on issue of prisoners

Mr Cosgrave stated: “It s claimed
that these are political prisoners
but the northern government has
held the opposite. They are not ac-
ting fairly towards us in this matter.
“The action that they (the prisoners)
took, and which has cost them so
dearly, was not taken without
authority. | understand they acted
under the orders of some military
commander. We have taken risks in
releasing prisoners down here. | be-
lieve that the relcase of these
prisoners would  contribute o
normality in both areas. One of Col-
Jins’s last wishes to me was that |
should not rest until these men
were released.”

Lord Glenavy duly forwarded the
Jetter to Carson (dear Ned). urging
an amnesty for the prisoners.
“Personally.’ ote, "1 know

Princess says

no to parade

AN invitation from the Orange
Order in Cheshire In 1963I0lpn-
mdc I(;vumni the embarkation

nulhm\ of the circumstances. | do
e owever, that the continued
incarceration of these men is the
last and only card left to the
republican party to play with in the
Free State and | am convinced that
an amnesty for them would not only
g0 far to help matters, but would
also materially contribute to a bet:
ter leeling in the north."

He was convinced from speeches
by Archbishop O'Donnell and
Emest Biythe that there had never
been “a more [riendly disposition
towards the north™ on the part of
the south.

Carson duly sent the cor-
respondence on to Craig while Cos-
grave wrote to the northern prime
minister concerning the case of
Sean MacCurtain TD who was

Prisoners’

sentenced to 10 years penal ser-
vitude in 1
('mg rdcn‘rd the issue to Daw-
tes who remained unbend-
|ng telling the prime minister: “It is
neither  possible nor  indeed
desirable to distinguish between so-
called *political cases and ordinary
ones.”
Such a policy would *
hands of the government

eaken the

In a final letter to Craig on the
vexed subject on April 22 1925,
there is evidence of a good personal
rapport between the two prime min-
isters. Cosgrave remarked ~that
“even if the conferences we have
had have not been fruitful, they
have at least, for my part, been of
immnse advantage in the better

rsonal  understanding  and
Telationship between s,

release

always contentious

THE question of the release of
republican prisoners in the wake of
the IRA ceasefire concemed the
Northern Ireland Government in the
ear

On 5 ]uly 1962, lhe then anc
Minister, Lord borough, a
companied by (he Ninister of Home

Alfairs, Mr Brian Faulker, met a
nationalist deputation led by Mr
Eddie McAteer MP.

According to the minute, “the
deputation pressed that  special
consideration be given to the
release of prisoners convicted of
IRA activities.

opens Cabinet door to public

the nationalist leader,  Eddie
McAteer, spoke of the need for
dialogue.  Government  advisers
noted a positive change in Northern
public opinion.

Dr Eamon Phoenix’s book
Nationalist Politics, Partition And
The Catholic Minority In Northern
Ireland will be published this spring
by the Ulster Historical Foundation.

Civil rights
concerns

ignored by
Parliament

THE ‘Westminster Convention’ of
precluding discussion of Northern
Ireland matters, which ublmncd be-
tween 1922 used to
block a Trade Union mempx to
raise the question of civil rights in
the North in 1963, Cabinet records
reve:

On 11 December 1963, Mr J
Lowrie, Convenor of the Ford Shop
Stewards' Committee at Dagenham
wrote to the British Home
Secretary, Mr J Parker regarding
“the complete lack of democracy
that prevails in Northern Ireland in
the latter half of the ‘twentieth
cnmry

He c ‘e are extremely
dxslulbu] 1o m.a that the people of
Northern Ireland do not even enjoy
the democratic rights prevailing in
the rest of Britain.”

He urged the Westminster parlia-
ment to exercise its absolute
authority under the 1920 Act to
ensure the release of political
prisoners, the extension of the fran-
chise in local elections on the
British model and the “prevention
ol discrimination on a religious
b.\sl

e Home Secretary asked his of-
l'mlslo “look into these points”.
Mervyn Pike replied on 27
Decemer 083 “The responsibility
for all these matters was trans-
ferred to the Parliament and
Government of Northern Ireland by
the Government of lIreland Act

1920
‘While the Act reserved supreme
aulhunly to the Westminster parlia-

, “this saving does not
empower the UK Government to in-
terfere in matters which are within
the responsibility of the Northern
Ireland government and it would
not be right for me to comment on
such matters.”

Stormont salzi
No to address
by president

AREQUEST for Mr Eamon de Valera
to visit_south Down during the
Stormont general election of 1933
was rejected by the government of
Lord Craigavon, according to con-
fidental cabinet_papers released
this week in Belfas

Novenber 21, 1933, Mr 1 P
Walsh, of the Free State government
telephoned Stormont with a request
from Fianna Fail Defence-Minister
Frank Aiken, who wanted to aftend..
the funeral of his brotherin-aw at
Poyntzpass, Co Armagh.

The official asked whether the
Northern Ireland government would
accommodate the minister or ob-
ject to his crossing the border.

“Mr Walsh also asked whether, in
case Mr de Valera desired to attend
and address one or two political
meetings in south Down, there
would be any abjection onthe par
of the gove:

Alter ronsu.lmuon with  the
Ministry of Home Affars, Stormont
informed Dublin theré would Be no
objection to Mr Alken's attendance
at the funeral provided he called at
the RUC district inspector’s office in
Newry to inform the police of the
exact time of his arriv:

However, where the president

concemed, the  Dublin
authorities were informed “tha the
government will not assent to Mr de
Valera visiting Northern Ireland”".
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Look out for more details in the Irish News and
on Downtown Radio's Take-A-Break - Sat. 8 Jan.
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A 2 WEEK HOLIDAY IN KEN
with HAYES & JARVIS (TRAVEL) LTD.

A FAMILY HOLIDAY IN EUROPE

with CANVAS HOLIDAYS

%5) RETURN TRAVEL TO FRANCE

FOR A FAMILY AND THEIR CAR with IRISH FERRIES

%)

IrisH FERRIES

“Take-A-Break” -

8th Jan - 26 Feb 1994

Downtown

Radio's Travel Programme - is
sponsored by the Irish News.
The 1994 serles kicks off on
Saturday 8 January at Midday.
Tune In and get your hands on
a copy of that day’s Irish News
and you could be on your way
to a Dream Holiday, in our great
“Take-A-Break™ Competition.
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS
COLLECT THE RADIO AND
NEWSPAPER CLUES -
STARTING 8 JANUARY.




