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1994 has been designated the Year of the
Family by the United Nations, but the
family is no longer a typical unit in today's
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UFF death campaign to conti

Grim warning was on the cards
claims sources close to loyalists

By Phelim McAleer

REPORTS that the UFF is to resume
s kiling campaign alter 3 three
week

been described
ch.llllng by e SoLp ke
or security Seamus Mallon.

Lln.ldng the UFF threat with the
resumption of IRA violence Mr Mal-
lon said that it showed the absolute
need for the community to make it
clear to all organisations “not just
that they wanted peace but that
they demanded it."

The last Catholic to be shot dead
by the UFF was East Belfast man
Robert McClay who was killed on
December 7.

‘The UFF also killed Noel Cardwell
six days later claiming he was an in-
former but have not claimed re-
sponsibility for any incidents since
the Downing Street declaration.

Expressing no surprise at the UFF
threat, Presbryterian minister Rev

Dr Roy Magee who has had frequent
talks ‘with Loyalist paramilitaries
said it was “on the cards” once the

lRA resumed violenc
“The UFF were suung back wait-

ing to scc(he IRA's response to the
joint declaration and this announce-
ment was likely to happcn i lhc IRA
resumed their campaign,

He added that his con\ac(s with
the UFF leadership led him to be-

licve that if the IRA said they saw

stop the violence then the
would respond favourably.
He it was not enough for

the IRA to say that they would not
kill innocent Protestants.

“It is sometimes hard for the IRA
to understand that an attack on the
security forces s viewed by the UFF
as a personal attack on their ethos
and  they (nd they have to

respond,” he sai

The deputy luder of the Ulster
Unionists on Belfast City Counci,

Jim Rogers, said the threat was -
'most unIonunale but  un

rstandable.”
“It is understandable because the
British government have shown
over the past 24 years that the more
you shool and the more you bomb
they will svmlually give into your
" he sal

He appealed |o the UFF to
reconsider their plan resume the
killing and for the government to
end their campaly\ “ol appease-
ment of terrorism.”

Condemning the renewed threat
Sion Fein spokesman Richard
McAuley denied suggestions that
the loyalist campaign is reactive to
IRA killings.

“Loyalist violence is a response to

reeived threat to the unionist
position,” he said.

He added that the UFF had |

previously admitted that if the IRA
had ended their campaign they
would stil Kl to stop nationalists
achieving their political objectives

Spectacular
launch to
town'’s times
of celebration

By Shane Glynn

A spectacular fireworks display lit
up the Co Down skies last night to
mark the start of the Newry 850th
birthday celebrations.

Earlier, some of the area's best
known stars were on hand to
release details of the 1994 festival
extravaganza in the border town.

Topping the bill were singing star
Rose Maric e, counry and western’s
Susan McCann, up and coming
opera slaxlcl Carla Maney, Luy Bug,
Leon and Springwater, and The
Hilton Showband.

The fourday festival gets un-
derway on June 1 with a Stars of
Newry variety concert. It will coine
to a close with a hugely poj
medieval night at Narrow Water
Castle.

Rose Marie, who flew home from
London for yesterday's launch, said
she was looking forward to at last
sharing the bill wuh her longtime
[riend Susan McCans

"It was Imporlanl for us all to
come back to Newry and lend our
support to the festival and the
850th celebrations. We're all very
mwd of where we come from,” she

Hher dites i the. sl
calender will follow a family theme
in keeping with 1994 as Year of the

Picture: Ann McManus

By Conor Macauley
APROTESTANT grandmother sent a
moraleboosting Christmas card to
Catholic pupils who lost a schook
lﬂeﬂd in a UFF attack last month.
anonymous card,  signed

slmply “A Shankill Road grand-
mother”, arrived at St Gabriel's
Boys Secondary School on Belfast's
Crumiin ~ Road Just- before
Christmas

A Imnlghl earller, pupil Brian
Duffy (] was murdered by

lgunm
rankin Ligoniel, north Belfast.
He had just come from helping his
her put up Christmas
decorations and was on his way
home when he was killed as he sat
i1the cab.
The driver, 31-year-old John Todd,
'ako died in the auack

atad

youth was ary pupil

who et Invotved in charity work
with the elderly in his community.

JThe Protestant woman was

prompted to write to his school -

which has lost up to a dozen pupils

and past pupils in the violence ~
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SF councillor’s
son remanded
on bomb charge

A SINN ch councillor’s son was

charged y with bombing a
police slallon ]usl 16 minutes after
the end of the IRA's Christmas
ceasefire.

Darcey Gearoid McW.'nanun (18)
whose  fall Gerry
McMenamin, is a mcmlx‘J of
district council, appeared at Belfast
magistrates  court along  with
Dominic Pearse Darcy (21), of Bak-
lyreagh Road, Omagh, Co Tyrone.

They were charged with causing
an explosion at Fintona RUC station
just after midnight last Monday and
possessing a Mark 15 mortar bomb
containing 85 kilos of

losives with Inlenl to endanger
life or damage propert
McMenamin,  of lml:m Housc
Seskinore,

charged with bdng a membe! ol |hc
[RA since last September.

Questioned by Mr Patrick Mallon,
defending, an RUC inspector said
the evidence against them was prin-
cipally their admissions.

ere was also other evidence
cormbumlud by police Inquiries, he

Both men remanded
msxody to nppear at Bdlasls
Crumlin Road court on January 28.

Secret files reveal dispute
surrounding pope’s death

By Dr Eamon Phoenix

THE question of whether or not to
mark the death of Pope John XXIll
in May 1963 presented a major
problem for the new Northern
Ireland  government of  Captain
Terence O'Neill, Cabinet files which
have remained secret until now

In the event, the new prime mini-
ster used the occasion to make an
unprecedented  gesture to the
Catholic community.

But the Stormont government feit
unable to observe the protocol
adop(ed in Britain despne a royal

oAt ow tha -6, 56

previous_occasion of a_pontiif’s

death ~ that of Pius Xl in 1958 -

;nvz;mda]s had Consldered itin-
e to issue any message of

sympathy from ‘dﬁdal circles’ in
Treland.

Northern
Two : that any
from the British govern-
ment “must be regarded as cover-.

as part of the
ux and lhal “in Ns capacity as
spiritual leader” of the Roman
Catholic church, any message of
sympathy should properly come
lmmlbemu!ches in the north.
ue was rekindled in 1963
wﬂh lhe death of Pope John XXIll.
On May 30, S H Burley of the Home
Office sent an official letter to the
Cabinet office at Stormont Castle: *I
am directed by the secretary of
state to inform you that hy the
's command, in the event of
the deAlh of His Holiness, the Pope,
ﬂ;pmlobeﬂownalha.ll-mas(on
buildings..."
}bwever accompanying pri-
vate note, lhe Whitehall olﬂclal
‘made it clear that “governors of ter-
ritories outside the UK™ were being
gvm the directive “to adopt to
mndluons
“We have agreed,” concluded the
oﬂidal. "lhal, as in 1958, this discre-
tion applies in Northern Ireland.”
However, as the fle reveals, prime
ninlslz O'Neill went a step further
his predecessors when he sent
a ldegxam of condolence to the

Vicar Capitular of the Archbishop of
Armagh, the Most Rev Dr William
Conway, DD. This conveyed the
sympathy of “the govemment of
Northern Ireland ... on the great loss
which your Church sustained” and
paid tribute to Pope John's
“qualities ol kindness ~ and
humanity

A memo in the file throws new
light on the prime n'dnlslers ges-
ture. An official wrote: “This was a

ure from prwlom practice

but it was felt desirable to take this
step in view of the change in public
opinion and also as a gesture to
show that the change was recog-
nised, even though at this juncture
Ilwasnoxposslblelogoaslaras
halbmasting flags.”

However, the decision of the lord
mayor to half-mast the union flag on
Bellast City Hall on June 4

prompld 3 protest march led by
the Rev lan Paisley.

More secret fil
uond-y s Irish News

Big Bertha is the stuff of record

From Mary Carolan

in Dublin

A WEST of Ireland county was in
mouming yestedsy . forthe
world's oldest

make a
vAmlhehdpolaCo

Bertha, who had an entry in the
Guinness Book o Records, died on
the farm of owner
just months !romherSOlhhmhday
on March 17,

bqunmwukmmmmuvmbay
laydwnmdshemvum
We had been looking after

a flar in 1946 as a twoyearold
helfer.

He said: “Nearly all the people
vlhowue present then are now

She also has several grand-

yun
Ml(YLmyvdn in his 705 and
hnm acres, sald: “She Just faded

"Iu.lmlnlhaevﬁslndwcmud

breakers

age must have got the better of her
inthe end.”

a local
celebrity over the years after being
enlisted from 1986 in a fund raising

research.

Protestant gran
lifts morale at
Catholic school

when she heard Brian's school-
friends singing carols in the city
centre.

In a card to principal John
McGartland, she wrote:

“1 ne to be passing
through Corn Market one moming
last week when | heard beautife
singing.

“When |
singing, it thrilled my heart and |

came upon your boys |

ln bnet‘

Firebomb found
in clothes shop

| Police have warned traders to be on
the lookout for firebombs after an

| incendiary was found in a Belfast
city centre clothes store yesterday.
The cassettetype device was found
iy stalf in the Dorothy Perkins store
at Donegall Place at Spm as they
prepared to close. Set to explode
around 2am today, it was defused by
army bomb experts.
The RUC has said it feared the IRA
would use the new year sales rush
as a cover for a firebomb campaign.

| Police thwart |
mortar attack bid

Police have thwarted what they be-
lieve was a planned mortar attack
on the security forces.
During an operation which lasted
several hours, they found a timer
| puwrunl- two lengths of detonator
cord and a wheelie bin with holes
cutintoit, at Amcorri Street in
Beechmount, west Bellast.
‘There were no arrests. A mortar
| which had been hidden in a wheelie
binand left on the Falls Road, was
defused on Wednesday night.

Weather

Frosty start with icy patches
on roads and some lying
snow in places. Sunny spells
Max 5C but fecling colder
Details: P4

thought #t was just. logely to see | ~—

them. A

“I prayed f6F each and everyone
of them...that God would keep them
singing and not let them get in-
volved in the troubles we are hav-

ing.
*“May the Lord bless you and your

stalt as you work with the boys and |

keep them singing.”

Mr McGartland said her message
of hope had helped “raise morale
vithin the school and ofers e
couragement to the school and the
local community”.

He said the choir had attracted
many “appreciative comments™ for
Its carol singing.
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