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Television making it
harder and harder to
find room without a view

E GOT a television set in 1960, a
14-inch screen, black and white,

with a tasteful faux-walnut surround.

What a palaver it was to watch
anything.

I had to stand on the piano stool holding
the indoor aerial aloft, in the hope that the
blizzard of interference on-screen would
resolve itself into a picture as the set warmed
up. This, the installation man attributed to
‘atmospherics’.

We had a choice of two channels, only
one of which my father approved. The BBC
with its brief to inform and educate, was a
purveyor of reliable news, a pillar of moral
rectitude and received pronunciation. Our
copy of Radio Times had its own gilt-lettered
leatherette cover.

ITV he dismissed (on no grounds whatever)
as inferior and not to be trusted, Every
evening after The Archers on radio, the
televisual bill of fare was studied and suitable
programmes chosen. Should anything
disappoint, the set was switched off. I was
routinely dismissed from the room for the
deemed ‘unsuitable’ Wednesday Play.

The moral policing continued till [ was
woman big. We, eighteen-year-old resident
students at Teacher Training College in the
early sixties, had to plead with the nuns to
be allowed to watch Top of the Pops in the
Common Room. The set was ceremonially
switched on at 7:25pm and the nun
fortunately evacuated prior to Pan’s People
appearing, wearing little but wide smiles
and dangerously inadequate wisps of
chiffon.

Later, The World of Tim Frazer was
a must-see series that kept the streets
and pubs empty on Friday nights and
persuaded callow youths that the simple
purchase of a sheepskin jacket would
guarantee success with women.

That was then. This is now, and in the
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who's watching tired old terrestrial tv,

with its formulaic policy of doing a decent
competitive idea to death — and beyond.
Cooking, sewing, pottery, jewellery; skating,
singing, dancing and now gawdelpus,
masked singing and masked dancing and
the hysterical sobfest that follows winning
or losing. Whatever happened to gracious

interim, television, its multiple channels and
myriad sophisticated add-on services have
made it the heart of the home. It’s the baby-
minder, the granny guardian, the channel-
hopping unemployed'’s time-killer.

For many, television has no ‘off’ button. In
some families, it's on in the morning before
the kettle, Most of our youngsters have a
set in their bedrooms as soon as they're in
double figures. Lord knows what they’re
looking at in dead of night.

We watch with no sense of irony a
comedy series based entirely on the couch-
potato Royle family who conduct all their
conversations without taking their eyes off an
out-of-shot screen - a skill we've unwittingly
become adept at ourselves.

Of course there’s barely anyone left
(apart from elderly technophobes like me)

and dignified defeat?

Purgatory will be a place of endless lame-
duck quizzes, pointless panel shows and
their relentlessly enthusiastic presenters,
Somebody please make it stop.

Lockdown destroyed the even tenor of our
days, disrupting our patterns of living and
encouraging us to coddle ourselves. The self-
motivated exercised the body, stimulated the
intellect and nourished the soul, but many of
us just sat, passively viewing rubbish.

Who'd have thought that watching ordinary
people on tv, watching other people on tv,
would have half the country riveted to their
screens. With Gogglebox, we've truly reached
the nadir of the mind-numbing dross. No
better critique of the state of the nation.

An American university has just
published a report claiming that watching
a lot of television in middle-age is linked to
deterioration of brain health. Between the
ages of 30 and 50, every extra hour “beyond
average” of non-stimulating sedentary

activities, such as television viewing,
“is linked to a reduction in grey matter

Most of our youngsters have a
set in their bedrooms as soon

as they’re in double figures.
Lord knows what they’re
looking at in dead of night

and greater risk of developing cognitive
impairment.”

They mean dementia. Ten thousand
adults, average age 59, who watched
television “very often” were monitored
over 15 years and “showed a greater
decline in cognitive function than others
who seldom or never watched.”

Oops! That’s an end to binge-ing on
entire box sets at a single sitting then...

Mind how you view.
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Two Specials Killed

FURTHER details of the ambush

on Sunday morning of a patrol

of B Specials at Mullaghfad [Co
Fermanagh], a mountainous district
bordering Tyrone, Fermanagh and
Monaghan, go to show that the three
men were standing at Mullaghfad Cross
when they were fired on from behind

a hedge by a body of men. Constable
Coulter was struck in the head and
death was instantaneous. Constable
Hall was shot in the stomach and legs,
succumbing half an hour later. A third
Special was wounded.

Hordes of police and B Specials
subsequently scoured the district and
arrested Frank Lowry, John Morgan
and Frank Murphy. The outrage
was condemned in all the churches
on Sunday. News of the ambush
was immediately conveyed to Sir
Basil Brooke, County Commandant
[Ulster Special Constabulary] and to
Fivemiletown police barracks.

Sentenced to Death
SENTENCES in the following cases
were promulgated by the Military
General Headquarters yesterday:
William Mitchell, Constable, RIC,
charged with the murder of Robert
Dixon and Edmond Foley and Patrick
Maher, charged with the murder of
Sergeant Peter Wallace, RIC [in an IRA
attack on a train] at Knocklong [County
Limerick] in May 1919, were found
guilty and sentenced to death.

Prisoners Shot while
‘Attempting to Escape’

TWO civilian prisoners were shot

dead yesterday afternoon at Tipperary
Military Barracks. The official report
states they were shot whilst attempting
to escape. Meanwhile, John O'Connell,
president of the Queenstown Football
and Hurling Club [County Cork] was
shot dead on the street. He was in

the company of a postman when it

is alleged O'Connell was stopped

by a military officer in mufti. Almost
immediately a shot was fired and
QO'Connell fell dead.

Sterner Measures

Now that the Irish elections are over the
Government has decided to inaugurate
a new and, in their own phrase, ‘more
drastic’ regime of repression in Ireland.
The Press Association understands

the Government are determined

to introduce sterner measures and

this may involve an extension of the
Martial Law area. One of the steps

to be taken would be the despatch

of reinforcements to the Crown

Forces. The proposed measures to

be introduced will be considered if

the Sinn Féiners refuse to work the
Government of Ireland Act in the South.
(By June 1921, the British Cabinet
was faced with a stark choice
between even sterner repression

in Ireland involving 200,000 troops
and ‘Boer War tactics’, and serious
moves towards negotiations. Warned
by General Macready -the Irish GOC-
that military rule (known as Crown
Colony Government) would totally
alienate British liberal and American
opinion, Lioyd George looked to the
copper-fastening of partition as the
gateway to a peace initiative.)
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