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DIFFERENT STROKES: Margaret Thatcher knew Northern Ireland was not as British as Finchley while John Major’s government dragged its feet on

the peace process
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Time to disengage from
this disunited kingdom

HERE are a couple of things worth

getting out of the way first. Top of

the list is the fact that the British

government will always put its own
interests above the needs of the people of this
island.

That was the case during the struggle for
Home Rule, and the aftermath of the War
of Independence; it was the case during
the decades of sectarian government when
Westminster turned a blind eye to the gross
abuse of human rights in Northern Ireland; it
was the case during the peace process when
the Major government dragged its feet; and it
is the case now with a reprobate in Downing
Street who puts his personal interest before
that of his party, and his party’s interest
before that of the country, and England’s
interests before ours.

This will not be news to nationalists.
Surprisingly, for many unionists, that reality
is still to sink in. Northern Ireland is not as
British as Finchley, never was and never will
be. Even Margaret Thatcher knew that.

The second truth is that partition was a
failure. We know well it failed nationalists —
disenfranchised, deprived of jobs, and homes
and dignity. But it also failed unionists. The
Protestant working class suffered while the
landed gentry - the O'Neills and Chichester-
Clarks and Faulkners of this world - played at
being prime ministers.

Look around you and you will see their
monument - poverty on a grand scale in
unionist areas across the north; educational
under-attainment creating a generation ill-
equipped for the knowledge economy;
and a community, once proud, cowed
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been bought off with the trappings of power

- invitations to the palace, visits to Downing
Street, ministerial cars, you know the drill,

So used to incompetence have we become,
that nobody notices the whiff of failure that
accompanies the first minister and her retinue
wherever she goes (it smells of burnt wood
pellets, by the way).

Quite why unionism has been unable to
find visionary and credible leadership is
beyond comprehension, There are some very
fine minds - in business, in education, in the
third sector, even in the civil service = but all
stymied by a political structure that sees only
in red, white and blue; and where the lowest
common denominator is the end point of a
discussion, rather than the beginning of one.

The loss of reason in unionism can best be
seen in its approach to Brexit. By advocating
the hardest of hard Brexits, with no advantage
for its electorate, the DUP abdicated its
responsibilities — not only to Northern
Ireland, but to the long-term stability of the
kingdom it claims as its own.

Brexit alone makes cash-for-ash pale into
insignificance. But mismanagement is not
the only outcome of the DUP’s approach to
governance. We have the wilful dismissal of
women'’s rights, the continual denigration
of the LGBTQ community, and constant
undermining and politicisation of the Irish
language - a cultural force for good that
belongs to us all, unionist and nationalist.

Nobody claimed the peace process would
be easy. ‘Two steps forward, one step back’
is fine if the momentum is there. But the
direction of travel at the moment is like that
of the mythical Spiral Bird which flies in ever-
decreasing circles until it disappears up its
own backside.

So where do we look now for help and
support? In the past, the combined forces
of the British and Irish governments, the
European Union and the United States
brought their leverage to bear.

The result was the Good Friday Agreement
- the single biggest step forward for
reconciliation in modern Irish history.

But the runes are no longer good. In
Westminster there is a British government
which claims a selfish strategic interest in this
part of Ireland; in Dublin sits a taciseach with
a partitionist mentality; and we have been cut
off from Eurepe by an English majority and
against the expressed will of the Northern
Irish electorate.

The only ray of hope is the continued
interest of American President Joe Biden who
has expressed forcibly his commitment to the
agreement and the cause of peace.

Against that backdrop the only way
forward for Northern Ireland is a new

and defensive and politically ill-equipped
to deal with the challenges of today.

If this year's centenary of Northern
Ireland means anything, it should be
a wake-up call to unionists who have
been hoodwinked and played for fools
- and not just by successive British
governments, but by their own leaders
too: political lightweights who have
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political compact, where unionism and
nationalism exercise power for the
benefit of all on the island of Ireland,
unhitched from a kingdom that can no
longer claim to be united.

B Tom Collins is a former editor of The
Irish News and is now attached to the
University of Stirling.
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Woman Shot Dead

A SENSATIONAL shooting affair took
place in Belfast yesterday as a result
of which a woman lost her life and
a man was wounded. The incident
occurred just as the funeral of John
Graham, Emily Place, who died in
the Mater Infirmorum Hospital from
gunshot wounds received during the
rioting in York Street on Sunday, was
passing along North Queen Street.
Crowds had collected at the York
Street end of the street. These crowds
shouted scurrilous epithets and
boohed at the funeral as it passed.
While this was being done two shots
suddenly rang out followed by ten or
twelve others. There was a general
stampede, a large number rushing
down Grove Street and Vere Street.
A woman named Mrs Annie
Jamison of Moffett Street was seen to
fall. She was shot through the head
and died immediately. She was on
her way to purchase some household
goods.

Roslea Terror Gontinues

OUR NEWBLISS correspondent
states that further horrors are hourly
expected in the Roslea district
[County Fermanagh]. So terrified
were the Catholic inhabitants of the
district on Tuesday afternoon that a
priest and civilians requisitioned a
force of military quartered in Clones
to come to Roslea with a view to
preserving the place from expected
reprisals by the Unionist party.

Not a solitary civilian remained in
the town on Tuesday night, all with
their families and belongings have
quitted the place to seek refuge in the
country or neighbouring town. The
wildest rumours have been reported
in the Belfast Unionist press. There
are reports that Catholic young men
in the district have been maltreated
and badly abused by Specials.

Ards Policeman Dies

Head Constable Boyd, RIC, the victim
of a shooting affair on St Patrick's
Day [in Newtownards], succumbed
to his injuries yesterday morning. His
assassin, William Gordon, has been
brought from Dundalk Gaol for the
inquest.

‘Premier of Ulster’

IN THE House of Commons
yesterday, Sir D Maclean and
Commander Kenworthy expressed
their appreciation of the work done
by Sir James Craig as Secretary to
the Admiralty and their good wishes
for his success as Prime Minister of
Ulster. (Cheers.)

Sir James Craig replied that his.
connection with the British Admiralty
had been one of the most pleasing
periods of his career. (Craig’s
efficiency as a junior Minister at
the Admiralty in drew praise from
opponents as he prepared to
assume the premiership of the state
he had long striven to establish.
‘The brogue-tongued captain
with his dreary drip of words’, as
one sketch-writer described him,

to the
shipyard expulsions of 1920
despite his impending role of PM
of NI.)
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