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Executive showin
contempt for public

PEAKING to Enda McClafferty, the BBC's
political editor, Arlene Foster claimed
the lack of dates and certainties in the
executive’s Pathway Out of Restrictions
document wasn'’t a recipe for chaos.

Yet when DUP MP Carla Lockhart dismissed
the document as being ‘clear as mud’ Foster
said she was perfectly entitled to that opinion
because had the executive been composed
entirely of DUP members the document would
have been very different.

So, why the mixed messaging? Why defend
the document and then defend the person
rubbishing the document (although that may
be something to do with the fact that Foster is
so weak, so lacking in authority as DUP leader,
that she isn’t strong enough to say boo to my
cat, let alone to one of her MPs).

Mixed messaging always has a number of
consequences and in this case it undermines
the document itself, as well as blowing a hole
in the image that the executive might actually
have been speaking with one voice on this
occasion. And when the people at whom the
document is directed — us, in other words —
spot disagreement, then it’s hardly surprising
when pessimism and restlessness sets in.

The other thing [ don’t understand is why
the executive didn’t vote on the document.
I'know they think that claiming it had
unanimous support, so didn’t require a
vote, might make people think it was
a collectively endorsed strategy, but
they must have known the cracks would

own party is brutally critical then you have to
be seen to put them in their place and defend
the document you have nodded through.

How can Foster even attempt to defend it
now, when every journalist will ask her how
representative Lockhart’s view is across
the party? How can the other parties in the
executive (some of whose representatives
have been bending my ear about the ‘usual
problems with the DUP") not have known that
the cracks would appear so quickly?

So why not take a vote? Surely the
electorate is entitled to know precisely where
the parties stand on such a crucial strategy: a
strategy, moreover, that will affect the lives of
every single person in Northern Ireland.

Why insult our intelligence with the
nonsense of not thinking a vote is necessary
when every single member of the executive

knew there were serious fault lines? More
important, those fault lines will still be there
when the reviews take place later this month
and then again in the middle of April, and will
fundamentally compromise any possibility

of a serious debate about the latest available
data.

And did they really think that something
as fatuous as ‘data driven rather than date
driven’ would fool us into believing they were
all thinking the same way? Or that, come
April 15 (yes, they were capable of picking
dates, after all), there would be a miraculous
meeting of minds on the latest data that
would enable them to provide specific dates
for opening. Of course they didn’t. But they
have such contempt for us — and [ do mean
all of them — they’d rather pretend to be
unanimous than face up to the fact they aren’t
and then have to deal with the consequences
of that truth.

Votes matter. They provide a record of how
our government conducts its business and
responds to crises and critically important
decisions. At a moment like this I would like
to know exactly what the various parties
believe and how they think we should move
forward. I'm sick to death of representatives/
supporters of other executive parties trotting
out the line, ‘everybody knows there is only
one problem party,” yet failing to accept
criticism of themselves for not forcing a
vote so that it's a matter of public record
who did and didn’t support a strategy.

appear within hours. Which they did.
You only had to listen to the responses
of Foster and Michelle O’Neill on
Wednesday morning to know they were
poles apart on key issues. So why not
just admit it?

If you are opting for the no-vote-
required unanimity approach to
something then it is essential that you
speak with one voice and one message
when a camera or microphone pops up
beside you. And if someone from your

Why insult our intelligence
with the nonsense of not
thinking a vote is necessary
when every single member of
the executive knew there were
serious fault lines?

If the DUP (or anyone else) vote
against something, they are entitled to
criticise it. If the executive refuses to
enforce collective responsibility, parties
can do what they like. If votes aren’t
forced then none of them can complain
if cracks appear afterwards. If they
pretend unanimity when there isn’t any,
they do a disservice to all of us. The
DUP does what it does, but let’s stop the
pretence that the other parties aren’t
complicit.

MARCH 5 1921
An Island at War

DUBLIN Castle states: A body of
RIC, with some priscners, were
proceeding from the Phoenix Park
to the Castle about 7 p.m. last night.
Bombs were thrown at them on the
North Quays near Royal Barracks
[now Collins Barracks Museum] and
at the same time rifle and revolver
fire was opened from the south

side of the river. The cars were
halted and the police attacked their
assailants and believe they killed at
least three men and wounded four
or five others,

Dublin Castle on
Roslea Burnings

DUBLIN Castle states with regard
to the burnings that followed an
alleged attempt to murder one of
the Ulster Volunteers on February
21st state that 31 houses in Roslea,
County Fermanagh were destroyed.
The houses were thatched and the
fire spread rapidly.

Armagh Specials Disarmed

ON THURSDAY night about nine
o’clock two Specials named
Jennings (Portadown) and Dixon
(Hamiltonsbawn), both stationed
at Milford, County Armagh ,were
met by ten men, held up and their
revolvers taken from them. In the
struggle both constables were
injured.

The Boycott of Belfast

A GOQDS train from Sligo was held
up near Curry Station by armed and
masked men. As soon as the train
was stopped a large party appeared
and searched the wagons. Potatoes
and meal consigned from Northern
stations were thrown on the line and
afterwards taken away.

New US President Installed

THE ceremony at the inauguration
of Mr Warren Harding as President
of the United States took

place yesterday at the Capitol,
Washington.

Mr Woodrow Wilson, the ex-
President, accompanied Mr Harding
from the White House. Mr Wilson's
physical condition was such that he
had to be assisted down the steps
of the White House on arrival at the
Capitol. Yielding to the entreaties
of his physician and family, he left
the Capitol before the inauguration
ceremony began.

THESE reports capture the
intensity of the war across Ireland
by March 1921. As ever, the Ulster
‘borderlands’ witnessed regular
IRA ambushes and the IRA’s
rigorous implementation of the
‘Belfast Boycott', authorised by
the Déil against Belfast Unionist
firms alleget_:_lg linked to sectarian
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an ailing Woodrow Wilson, his
interventionist foreign policy
rejected by the Congress,
was defeated in the 1920 US
presidential election.
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