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BORDER PATROL: A ‘sea border’ in the Irish Sea has come into force post-Brexit, a new frontier that further
makes a surge towards Irish unity all the more likely
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British sovereignty over
the north looked solid 100
years ago — but no more

RITISH sovereignty was the main issue
that drove the Brexiteers, the unionists
here and those in Britain, in their
campaign to leave the European Union.

It was the issue that led to a political civil
war in Britain and political shocks in the
north and Scotland with the majority of
people in both areas voting to Remain.

It was the issue that led to a ‘sea border’ in
the Irish Sea; the north remaining in the EU’s
single market and customs union with the rest
of Ireland and an EU customs infrastructure
at several ports in the north checking goods
coming from Britain to Ireland.

It prompted a decision from the EU that
in the event of a successful referendum
on Irish independence the new Irish state
would automatically be readmitted to full
membership of the EU.

‘The Remain vote and the impact of the
Brexit crisis has set the scene for a fascinating
election in Scotland in May which could result
in the SNP winning an overall majority and
forming an SNP government, An outcome
which would boost the SNP's demand for a
second independence referendum.

A successful second independence
referendum in Scotland would have a
profound impact on unionism here and
have implications for an independence
referendum in [reland.
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Fishing - an industry that accounts for
just 0.1 per cent of the UK's economy -
was elevated to a ‘red line’ for Britain's

negotiators, symbolic of Britannia once again

ruling (albeit a few) waves.

But Boris Johnson was again forced to
compromise, dressing up sprats as a fish
supper, and settling for a cut in EU fishing
to 25 per cent, instead of the 60-80 per cent
demanded.

He had also promised the unionists there

would be no sea border down the Irish Sea,
yet there it was, visible to everyone except

Brandon Lewis, standing looking at it with his

sprat supper.

But will the DUP ever learn from this latest

British government betrayal of unionists.

Britain’s much d claim of so g
over the north shuddered to a halt at the
Irish Sea border. And it is marooned there. It
is likely it will remain there until the people
of Ireland take the next step and vote for an
independent Ireland in a referendum.

Ireland the nation is a member of the EU -
Britain the nation is not.

There is something profoundly ironic that
in the 100th year of partition, the British
government should willingly drive a horse
and four through its ‘unfettered’ sovereignty
claim over the north by agreeing to a sea
border, which preserves Ireland and the EU's
integrity and weakens the constitutional link
between the north and Britain.

The Irish News and the Irish Independent,
the Economist, the Financial Times and the
(London) Independent and Reuters ran
leading articles, from seasoned
commentators, analysing the significance of
the rupture in Britain’s sovereignty over the
north.

The comments in the Irish papers were
upbeat and positive and included the
prospect of a united Ireland economy next

year; a call on the north’s Alliance Party to

support a border poll; a surge towards Irish
unity and the irrefutable logic of ending Irish
partition.
The cc in the British

These ground-breaking developments
are the unforeseen and welcome
consequences of the sovereignty
campaign by the Brexiteers with their
mantra of ending interference by the EU
in Britain’s affairs, taking back economic
control from the EU - parliament and
Westminster being sovereign not
Brussels.

Late last year the withdrawal
negotiations got bogged down and
nearly broke down in the micro-detail of
Britain’s sovereign claim being pushed
to the limit over fishing rights.

‘There was much English jingoism
about the issue in the tabloid press - in
a throwback to the Malvinas war in 1982
when the gun boats were sent out.

Britain’s much-vaunted claim
of sovereignty over the north
shuddered to a halt at the Irish
Sea border. And it is marooned
there. It is likely it will remain
there until the people of Ireland
take the next step and vote
for an independent Ireland

in a referendum

newspapers hit a similar vein: a new
frontier offering the prospect of eventual
Irish unity; a united Ireland is suddenly
becoming a very real possibility and it
could not happen at a better time; the
protocol bringing the north closer to the
Republic.

Add to this commentary the interview
with the Fianna Fail TD Barry Cowen
who said that Fianna Fail needed a new
policy that commits to a border poll by
2030. He also opened up the prospect of
Sinn Féin in coalition government with
Fianna Fail,

Britain’s sovereignty over the north
looked solid 100 years ago.

It certainly does not look like that
today.
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Greenwood’s Delusions

SIR Hamar Greenwood, Chief
Secretary for Ireland, writes:
‘Remember, Home Rule is now
the fact and the first members of
the Southern Parliament will be
the makers of history and of a
new lreland. Southern Irishmen
are coming forward as candidates
and they intend to make their

own Parliament a success. ... The
Farmers’ Union has become a very
powerful body since 1918 and in
Ireland the farmer seeks political
representation.

‘All arrangements for the elections
in Southern and Northern Ireland
and the setting up of the different
departments are now being made
... The splendid fact that the Home
Rule Act is law has brought the Irish
Question out of the fog of words
into the sunshine of reality. Within
six months there will be elections
for both the Northern and Southern
Parliaments. When elected, their
first business will be to set up the
all-Ireland Council. The future of
Ireland is now by law in the hands of
the people of Ireland. ...

‘Michael Collins’

captured in restaurant
MISTAKEN for Mr Michael
Collins, TD, Mr John Foley, ex-
Town Councillor, was arrested
in Jammet's Restaurant, Dublin
yesterday by a force of Auxiliary
police and Black and Tans.

Mr Foley, who was dining with
Mr John MacAvin, ex-High Sheriff
and Mr Michael Cuddy, a cattle
dealer, had only risen from the
table when he was confronted
by an officer who said: ‘Ha, ha!
‘You have been bluffing us for a
long time. We have you at last,
Michael Collins'. The arrest of Mr
Foley caused a sensation among
the diners. As soon as the Crown
forces had brought their prisoner to
Dublin Castle, Dublin police officers
at once recognised him and his
release was ordered.

Newry tragedy recalled

AT Newry Quarter Sessions
yesterday a claim for compensation
was held in respect of the murder
of the late Head Constable Kearney
in Newry on Sunday, November
21st while he was returning from
church. The claim was on behalf of
deceased’s widow and two children.
Head Constable Kearney (51)
was entitled to serve until he was
57 when he could have retired on
full pension. He had a salary of
£350. His Honour awarded £5,400.
The Chief Secretary’s attempt
to ‘talk up’ the creation of two
Home Rule Parliaments under
the 1920 Act was primarily for
American consumption: hence his
failure to mention the scheme’s
main feature- partition- and his
suggestion that the that the
largely powerless Council of
Ireland had real potential to
achieve Irish unity. Only the Ulster
Unionists agreed to operate it.
Meanwhile Collins eluded capture
to mastermind the IRA’s war
against British rule.
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