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DISAPPOINTED: Geraldine Finucane
below a poster of her hushand Pat after
Brandon Lewis announced that there
‘would not be a public Inquiry into the
solicitor’s murder

British government
extraordinarily reckless
in Pat Finucane case

HEN the Supreme Court ruled last
year there had not been a human
rights-compliant investigation into
the murder of Pat Finucane, it added
this did not mean there had to be a full public
inquiry: “it is for the state to decide what
form of investigation, if any, is now feasible™.

So Secretary of State Brandon Lewis,
in announcing there would be no inquiry,
could have offered a wide range of possible
alternatives - or none.

‘What he chose to do was to pass the buck
to the PSNI and the Police Ombudsman, who
last looked at the case in 2016. They have no
new leads, no resources to look for leads and
plainly had no idea what Lewis was talking
about.

It appears that to spare its blushes, the
government casually dragged the PSNI
and the complaints body for the PSNI into
continuing controversy over one of the worst
scandals of the Troubles.

‘The recklessness of this is extraordinary.

AS Stormont prepares to roll out a vaccine,
the well-known phenomenon of ‘vaccine
nationalism’ lurks to the east and south.

Downing Street wanted the Oxford
vaccine branded with the Union flag and has
dubiously claimed Brexit allowed the UK to
approve the Pfizer vaccine early.

There is more than one way to slap a flag on
vaccine. Fianna Fail TD Jim O’Callaghan has
proposed the EU provide Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines — which it has more on order than it
needs — to Northern Ireland, because “there
are concerns” about approval of the Oxford
vaccine and “this was to be the UK’s lead
vaccine,”

However, the UK also has plenty of Pfizer
and Moderna vaccines on order.

‘The implied scenario of Northern
Ireland going unvaccinated was never
going to arise,
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despite the DUP just about agreeing Covid
restrictions at Stormont and the convention
{hal only English MPs should vote on English
aws.

‘The unionist votes were not decisive but
they could have been had Labour opposed
rather than abstained. Fifty Tories defied
their party, enough to cost Boris Johnson his
majority.

As with Brexit, it seems the DUP thinks its
internal tensions can be managed at home
by harmlessly releasing them at Westminster.
What could possibly go wrong?

WHEN the DUP blocked libel reform in 2013,
Belfast libel lawyer Paul Tweed was seen as a
decisive influence.

Ian Paisley jnr cited him in the Commons
while arguing against extending the
Defamation Act to Northern Ireland.

Tweed confirmed he had been lobbying all
parties on the issue, saying a tougher libel
regime here could attract overseas companies
seeking to “protect their brand”.

However, Tweed has now told an audience
at Queen’s University Belfast he no longer
has “any strong objections” to extending the
act to Northern Ireland, if only because the
internet has rendered it “redundant”,

That would seem to make the DUP’s

objection redundant, clearing the way at
Stormont for libel reform.

THE UUP has criticised Sinn Féin finance
minister Conor Murphy for not setting up

a fiscal advisory council, promised in New
Decade, New Approach and standard practice
internationally to provide governments with
independent economic expertise.

Murphy's department says it has been busy
with Covid and will establish the council
shortly. A delightful detail of this debate is
that the Republic is unique in the world in
having two such bodies: one required under
its economic erash recovery deal and another
it set up itself. This feels much more like
something that should have happened in
Northern Ireland. Perhaps we will end up with
four or five,

LAST month, the Department for
Infrastructure’s walking and cycling
‘champion’ told Stormont such travel options
“have not been a political priority over the
last 40 to 50 years”, contradicting every
minister for the past nine years.

Now another official has suggested civil
service petrol-heads are at the wheel.

Questioned by Belfast City Council about
the department’s failure to deliver its own
plans, the head of Dfl Roads for Belfast said:
“Not everybody is on board in terms of
providing sustainable infrastructure. So we
have to strike a balance between those people
who do want sustainable infrastructure, and
those who want to keep the commercial
traffic moving across the city.”

SDLP minister Nichola Mallon wants
sustainable transport and believes that to be
in the city’s commercial interests. By
what authority can her officials frustrate
this on behalf of uncooperative lobbies?

O’Callaghan is considered the main
challenger to Micheal Martin for the
Fianna Fail leadership and is outspoken
on wanting coalition with Sinn Féin.

On vaccine nationalism at any rate, he
has made Sinn Féin look like the Alliance
Party.

ALL eight DUP MPs voted against the
government's Covid tiers for England,

The government casually
dragged the PSNI and the

complaints body for the PSNI

into continuing controversy

over one of the worst scandals

of the Troubles

SHAME on the press offices of Northern
Ireland Water and the Department of
Agriculture, who organised a media
event featuring NI Water director Alistair
Jinks planting a tree 1,200 feet up in

the Mournes, yet not once used the
term ‘High Jinks’. What is the point of
recruiting so many journalists as press
officers if we cannot have tabloid puns?
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UVF Man on Specials

LIEUT.-COL. W B Spende of

the UVF command who has

been intimately associated with
the organising of the Special
Constabulary, made an interesting
speech in Sandy Row Orange
Hall, Belfast.

He said that the Government
had asked the Unionists and
Loyalists - and the two went
together - to look after Ulster.

The Prime Minister [Lloyd
George] had put it to Sir Edward
Carson in this way: in three
months or less you will have your
own Parliament and for the credit
of Ulster you don’t want the things
going on in your own province
that were at present disgracing
the fair name of Ireland.

Now, the future [NI] Parliament
is going to have a very difficult
time, continued the speaker, who
said that the rebels down South
would do everything they possibly
could to prevent the new form
of government being a success.

It was up to the Unionists to
make quite certain that the
rebels did not have a say in the
matter.

When he first came over to get
the UVF going [in 1913], he found
that they could hold their own -
and they did more than hold their
own in Belfast, thanks to the men
in the shipyard.

The UVF had done a lot of work
at night, especially in the country
districts... The Government
realised that the rebels would
make things as difficult as
possible and had practically
asked the Loyalists to look after
themselves.

They could do this through the
new police scheme.

They needed 1,590 men in the
A Class [permanent constables].
These men would form the future
backbone of their own police.

Dealing with Class B, he said
he was a little anxious about it
in Belfast. What they wanted for
this class was men who would
sacrifice one night in ten.

The Government were going
to let them appoint their own
commandants. He then spoke
of Class C which would only be
called out if there was real trouble
in the city.

It was almost certain that
this class would be called out,
because he did not believe that
the Sinn Féiners would give in
without one more effort. (

(An ex- English officer, Wilfred
Spender had resigned to train
the UVF in 1913. His speech
in Sandy Row Orange Hall
gives us a chilling insight into
the origins, aims and blatantly
sectarian basis of the USC. Like
Craig, he found it necessary
1o praise the shipyard loyalists
responsible for the sectarian
expulsions of July 1920. He also
confirmed that the revived UVF
had been active in rural areas, a

p which had
nationalists in Armagh, Tyrone
and Fermanagh.)
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