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Martin cannot afford to let
Sinn Féin claim ownership
of unity agenda

F YOU want to work in the journalistic

trade, it is essential to have a cheeky side

to your nature. I displayed this attribute at

a very early age when the taoiseach of the
day, Sean Lemass, came to visit our school,
Synge Street CBS in Dublin.

A general election had been called and a
polling-station was set up on the premises.
The head of the outgoing government was no
doubt checking at various locations to see
how things were going. I greeted him with a
single word: “Congratulations!” It's useful to
start on a positive note.

I also shook his hand and he smiled in
amusement at this youngster who wasn’t
backward about coming forward, as the
saying goes. When the final results came in,
my implicit forecast proved correct. Prior to
the election, Fianna Fail had to rely on the
support of independent TDs but now they had
won enough seats to govern on their own.

Lemass was in the General Post Office at
Easter 1916 and I had shaken the hand of a
man who helped to carry the wounded James
Connolly out of the place on a stretcher
when the Rising concluded. Connolly was
taken to Dublin Castle, a fact that came
to mind recently when I attended a press
conference in the place, called by the current
taoiseach, Micheél Martin. The former seat of
British administration in Ireland is drenched
in history and on the wall behind
the Fianna Fail leader you could see
portraits of various individuals who had
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motorway, the Narrow Water Bridge across
Carlingford Lough, the Ulster Canal between
Clones and Upper Lough Erne and high-speed
north-south rail links.

Martin says a border poll is not on the Irish
government's agenda “for the next five years”.
He has invoked the spirit of Sedn Lemass in
support of the shared island approach. On
January 14 1965 Lemass met his northern
counterpart Captain Terence O’Neill at
Stormont where they had champagne over
lunch and discussed areas for practical
cooperation such as tourism, education,
health and trade.

Commenting on Martin's Dublin Castle
speech, Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou McDonald
expressed disappointment that it had “failed
to address Irish unity”. There was some
concern expressed in Fianna Fail circles also

that their leader appeared to be sidelining
the party’s traditional objective of a united
Ireland. But speaking later at the MacGill
Summer School, held this year online and in
the autumn, the taoiseach recovered some
lost ground when he said “Fianna Fail is
committed to a united Ireland” adding that
this had always been the position.

The problem for Martin is that securing
unionist cooperation on practical north-
south matters becomes much more difficult
if not impossible when these measures are
portrayed as a pathway towards a 32-county
republic. But in terms of basic political
survival he cannot afford to give Sinn Féin an
excuse to claim exclusive ownership of the
unity agenda.

Back in 1965, Lemass didn’t put a tooth in
it when he said, in relation to his talks with
O’Neill, that “action taken following these
discussions will nullify many of the material
disadvantages of the partition of Ireland as
well as helping to bring nearer the day of
reunification”. That was just a few weeks
ahead of the general election referred to at
the start of this article. Any hint of backing
away from the traditional unity objective
might have cost him his job as head of
government and later as party leader.

Opinion polls published between August
and October show Fianna Fiil support ranging
from 10 to 19 per cent, compared with
27 to 32 for Sinn Féin and 30 to 37 for
arevitalised Fine Gael — although the

served as lord lieutenant of Ireland in
former times.

The leader of the three-party coalition
had just been giving an online address
on the government’s new Shared
Island Unit which is to be based in
Dublin Castle. A total of €500 million
is pledged for cross-border projects.
Possible beneficiaries mentioned by the
taoiseach included the Dublin-Derry

In terms of basic political
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latter party is caught up in a schemozzle
over a draft pay agreement with a
doctors’ organisation that was shared
with another body by party leader and
then-taoiseach Leo Varadkar.

At the start of his political career, Sedn
Lemass called Fianna Fail a “slightly
constitutional” party but nowadays
“somewhat squeezed” would be a better
description.
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6 RIC Victims

SIR Hamar Greenwood [Chief
Secretary for Ireland] told the House
of Commons yesterday that fifteen
policemen had been murdered or
attacked during the weekend.

These included a patrol of a
sergeant and three constables,
ambushed at Killybegs [Donegal]
with one constable wounded;
District Inspector Kelleher,
shot dead at Granard, County
Longford; Sergeant Henry Cronin
of Tullamore, Kings County, fatally
‘wounded; a police patrol fired upon
at Dungannon - one constable
wounded; Constables Casely and
Evans of Kilorglin, County Kerry,
shot dead.

Lord Henry Cavendish Bentinck
[Conservative] - Does not that point
to the hopeless breakdown of your
policy? There was no reply.

‘Loyalists’ Urged to
Join Specials

THE Ulster Unionist Council

has approved the Government
Proclamation calling upon all
‘well-disposed persons’ to join

the ‘Specials’, adding: 'As the
Committee are of opinion that the
Force will be effectual in maintaining
law and order ... they strongly
recommend all loyalists to join’.

It is understood that all the
recruits who have presented
themselves have been Unionists.
The various battalions of the [pre-
‘war] UVF are arranging meetings
for the purpose of taking steps to
enrol members in the new force.
The Orange Lodges are summoning
special meetings to deal with the
matter and, in fact, all over the city
there is in operation a recruiting
campaign which for thoroughness
was not equal even at the height of
the Great War.

As the Irish situation deteriorated,
James Craig’s new Special
y was busy

recrulu 1r0m the pre-war UVF,
Unionist ex-soldiers and the
Orange lodges. The new force,
‘which would swell to 32,000
men, placed law and order in the
North in the hands of a purely
sectarian militia. Lioyd George
{who approved the Speclals) later

them to
armed thugs, the Fascisti,
observing: ‘You might as well arm
the East End.”

Greenwood’s Close Gall

THERE was a lively incident in

the Chamber after the House of
Commans on Monday night. Sir
Hamar Greenwood [chief secretary
for Ireland], sitting on the Treasury
Bench, called Lord Henry Bentinck
a coward. Lord Henry resented the
attack and made for him but Major
Barnes intervened. Lord Henry put
his hand on the Chief Secretary’s
shoulder, exclaiming: ‘You called
me a coward. You must apologise
or fight!" Sir Hamar suggested

the dispute be settled by both
withdrawing what they had said.
Lord Henry accepted this as an
apology.
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