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Paisley ‘sought arm

from Israeli env

B UVF warned
Haughey: MI5

askec

us to kill you

B RUC ‘inner circle’
collusion fears
raised by ministers
B Adams rumoured
to have set up IRA
Loughgall ambush
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Eamon Phoenix
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HE Israeli ambassa-

dor to the UK claimed

former DUP leader lan

Paisley contacted him
“to obtain arms”, declassified
state papers reveal.

The claim, which prompted
surprise from the Irish gov-
ernment, is contained among
hundreds of previously confi-
dential files published in Dub-
lin and Belfast today.

The documents from the
late 1980s and early 1990s
also reveal that:

B The UVF told then taoi-
seach Charlie Haughey that
an MI5 officer had asked it to
“execute” him.

B Claims of an RUC ‘inner
circle’ involved in collusion
were raised at a meeting of
Irish and British ministers.

B The Irish government was
told by Fr Denis Faul of ru-
mours that Gerry Adams had
‘set up’ the IRA gang gunned
down by the SAS in an am-
bush in Loughgall.

The claim that Mr Paisley —
who died in 2014 - asked the
ambassador about arms is in-
cluded in files released by the

National Archives of Ireland.

In June 1985, Noel Dorr —Ire-
land’s ambassador in London
— wrote to his boss in Dublin
about the conversation he
had at a function.

“I expressed surprise at this
since [ thought it unlikely that
Paisley would leave himself
open on something like this,”
Mr Dorr wrote.

The Israeli ambassador, Ya-
huda Avner, said Mr Paisley
was talking about “border
protection”.

“I said I presumed that the
emphasis was on surveil-
lance equipment rather than
on arms but the ambassador
did not elaborate further on
the detail of the request,” Mr
Dorr said.

“l would assume that what
happened is that Paisley may
have written to the ambas-
sador to seek a meeting in
regard to ‘border protection’.
The ambassador possibly in-
terpreted this general phrase
as referring to weapons rath-
er than technology.”

The ambassador told Mr
Paisley that “these things”
could only be dealt with be-
tween governments.
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B REQUEST: lan Paisley in 1992. In 1985 the Israeli ambassador, Yahuda Avner, said Mr Paisley
contacted him “to obtain arms” for “border protection”




